
The Vine  

 The Faith Flash 

Are you receiving our email newsletter, The 

Faith Flash?  The Faith Flash comes out 

weekly with timely information and re-

minders.  Sign up today by going to our 

website (www.faithanglicanchurch.org), or  

calling the church office (755-4848). 

MAY 2020 
Jesus said, “I am the vine;   you 

are the branches.. .” John 15:5 

“We Don’t Know What to Do, But . . .” 

 

Our Path of Christian Maturity 

 
 Worship                       Grow                         Serve 

 

Knowing what to do at 

work, school, and at 

home makes us feel com-

petent.  Due to the Covid

-19 Pandemic, the rug 

has been pulled out from 

under our feet!  Every-

thing has changed.  

Something as simple as going to the grocery store or a 

restaurant or work is all strangely different now.  

Should I wear gloves or a mask?  Should I go at all?  

For me leading worship and ministry has all changed, 

a lot!  If my seminary had offered it, I should have 

taken Televangelism 101!  It took me weeks to figure 

out how to lead livestreaming worship.  I’m still learn-

ing!  I imagine you’re still learning as well in the vari-

ous spheres of your life.  Feelings of anxiety, incom-

petence, fear, and depression are rampant all around 

us and in us.  What should we do? 

 

   I love what King Jehoshaphat said when faced with 

seemingly certain military defeat, “For we are power-

less against this great horde that is coming against us. 

We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on 

you” (2 Chronicles 20:12).  When we don’t know 

what to do; when we are fearful about a very real en-

emy; when we are anxious, what should we do?  In 

the midst of it, lift your eyes to heaven and proclaim, 

“but our eyes are on you [Lord]!”  Look up!  Look to 

the Lord!  What did God’s people do in Jehoshaphat’s 

day?  “Meanwhile all Judah stood before the Lord, 

with their little ones, their wives, and their children.”  

They stood before the Lord together, looking up to 

Him!  Let’s do the same. 

 

    

      Many today don’t know what to do, but unfortu-

nately instead of having their eyes on the Lord, they 

have their eyes on others with blame and shame.  In 

their frustration they lash out in anger, pointing an ac-

cusing finger.  In Matthew 7:3 Jesus described it like 

this: “Why do you see the speck that is in your 

brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your 

own eye?”  When we don’t know what to do it’s natu-

ral to try to figure out whom to blame.  Instead of do-

ing what is natural, let’s do what is supernatural!  

Let’s look up to the Lord!  Let’s trust Him! 

 

   When we look to others, let’s not look to them with 

blame and shame.  Let’s look to them with love and 

compassion.  What does love look like in a Covid-19 

world? 

Wearing a facemask when you’re in public near 

others. 

Washing your hands often and thoroughly. 

Providing food and/or funds for those who are in 

financial distress, and there are many. 

Sharing the love and truth of Jesus with friends 

and family in their distress, and praying for 

them. 

“Social Distancing” without being distant to each 

other – call, text, Zoom, Facetime, Skype, and 

connect often! 

Fervently praying for those who work in close 

contact with others (medical, grocery, elder 

care, etc.). 

We are the Body of Christ, designed to be together 

and do things together, just in a different way for now.  

Let’s look to the Lord with trust and to each other 

with love! 

 

 
 

http://www.faithanglicanchurch.org


MY STORY  
  

The sudden change of almost 

everything we are accustomed 

to has made me think about… 
 

     In this time of fear and 

anxiety we have been blessed 

with the most beautiful spring 

that I can remember.  There are 

many ways in which THE LORD has plans for which 

we have no understanding or knowledge until years 

have gone by.  Here is an example from my family: 
 

     When I was 11 and my sister 8, living in Houston, 

Texas, our mother died.  It was an awful time after that, 

which went on and on.  Our dad was devastated.  He 

had many health issues from his childhood that made 

him miserable, so our mother had kept us quiet and out 

of the way when he was at home.  Without her we were 

starting a whole new life without her guidance or 

teaching. 
 

     Shortly before she died she began to take us to 

Church.  Dad did not go, but after she was gone he 

needed some place for us to be safe until he came home 

from work.  He knew that the church secretary would 

stay until he came, so he joined the church and enrolled 

us at the school and came for us as soon as he could 

after work.  She was so like our wonderful Laqueta… 

giving snacks, encouragement, help with homework 

and whatever was needed.  We had chapel every day.  

We wore our chapel caps, marched in a quiet line, 

prayed, sang, and memorized scripture. 
 

     Then Dad met a lady at church...planned by the   

ladies who knew we needed a mother.  Her name was 

Mary—like our mother.  She and Dad had little in com-

mon, except for crippling diseases.  She was born in 

upper state New York to German immigrants.  At age 3 

she was crippled by arthritis and was unable to walk.  

After four years she was sent to Shriners Hospital 

where she had her legs straightened—a painful or-

deal—and learned to speak English.  Meanwhile, in the 

Philippines, our dad suffered from polio and terrible 

allergies and crumbling teeth.  Life had never been, and 

would never be, cheerful. 
 

     When they had been married about two years they 

had a baby.  By then my sister and I were 17 and 14.  

We did a lot of babysitting and the parents were miser-

able and contentious.   
 

      So what has this to do with Faith Anglican in Ten-

nessee in 2020?   

     All those years I had wondered why God let our 

mother die.  I didn’t feel angry, but it just seemed 

wrong and unnecessary.  I married Peter.  We moved to 

Memphis and we had our son and daughter.  I still 

wondered about that, although I was quite happy with 

our family. 
 

     Meanwhile back in Tyler, Texas, our baby sister 

was taking care of aging parents, often missing school 

and a normal childhood.  She married twice and had 

three girls. 
 

     All the parents are gone, and now, after all my years 

of wondering why our mother died and changed our 

lives, I have an answer. 
 

     Susan, the baby sister who grew up tending grumpy, 

ailing parents, is going from house to house tending to 

grumpy, ailing elderly folks….shopping, cleaning, 

bathing, and making life better by helping them do 

their hobbies and driving them to  appointments and 

occasional lunches….and going almost daily (until the 

virus) to see our middle sister in a home for Alzheimer 

patients.  God directed the plan through those years.  

What about us, in our present lives?  Has God given us 

a life time task to serve Him by serving others? 

                                                            Annette Kersting   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Corner                         

 Nancy Ebbing     John White                 

 Mansell Lancaster         Bill Walsh                         

 Eli Ritchie          James Ferguson            

 Janie Beth Covington       Christina Zachary 

 Fred Robertson        Larry Wilkes 

Birthdays 
Betty Ellard 05 Henry Booth 25 

Jennifer Asiimwe 06 Mary Forsdick 31 

Ike Ifedili 06 Mary Hand 31 

Kevin Crocker 11 Andrew Ifedili 31 

Rhonda Follis 15 
 

Anniversaries 

John & Cathy Evans  01 

William & Lauren Hearne 16 

Mike & Candi Brown  29 

Ron & Patty Kirby  30 

Bill & Lynda Zachry  30 
 



 Ministry Moment 
 

Monday Night Ladies Bible  Study 
 

For over 16 years, Sudy Fisher has opened up her home to women who 

delight in diving into God’s Holy Word.  There have been many studies, 

during that time, presented by very gifted Bible instructors, such as 

Priscilla Shirer, Jennifer Rothschild, Beth Moore, Jen Wilken,  Kay      

Arthur, Jennifer Kennedy Dean, etc.   
 

Sudy is quick to tell you that when John Scott asked her about starting a Bible Study for women, she felt ill 

equipped to take it on. She trusted in the Holy Spirit to walk with her in this ministry. He has indeed. Some 

ladies have been attending since the beginning, some are new and some attend other churches. Some return 

after leaving to take care of family situations.  
 

Throughout the years, Sudy has seen the ladies being drawn into a closer relationship with God, having their 

lives transformed, and receiving fresh insights into problems they are having. This is a safe place to open up, 

share and ask for help, not to mention develop close relationships with other Christian women.  
 

Members of this Bible Study will tell you that Sudy’s warm, welcoming style and wonderful home have also 

been key components of its longevity. It is a beautiful place to be, in peace with Christ.  Although the members 

cannot be together right now, their study continues via Zoom Conferencing. It is a way to continue the power-

ful fellowship that has developed over the years.  All in all, no matter where you are in your walk with Christ, 

first steps or mature steps, you will grow in Christ.         

                                                                                                                                                       Chris Shields 

 

 

 

While this group adheres to “physical distancing”,  they are 

not “relationally distancing”. They are continuing their Bi-

ble Study and their fellowship via Zoom Conferencing.  

 

(Missing in this picture- Janie Adkins, Annette Kersting 

and Nancy Hoover)  

 

Contact Sudy to join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10th.   

     Celebrate your mother via Zoom or a phone call.      

     Make her day! 



 

9555 Walnut Grove Road 

Cordova, TN  38018 

901-755-4848 

www.faithanglicanchurch.org 
 

                          

 Service Times: 

Sunday: 

Holy Eucharist  ....................... 8:10/10:30am 
         Sunday School ...……………………9:30am 

 

          

All articles for The Vine are due in the office the   

second Monday of the month, send to:                  

laqueta@faithanglicanchurch.org 

 

Youth News 
 

Hey y'all! For those of you who have yet to meet me, my name is Tripp Bond. By the 

Grace of God I am blessed to have been brought on as the Minister to Youth and Families 

here at Faith. As I'm sure you can imagine, this is a difficult time to be brought into this 

ministry. However, I have received many great ideas from Fr. Herb, Mrs. Mary, and many 

of you in the congregation on how to best serve God and our Faith  Family despite COVID

-19. One of those ideas is my weekly newsletter, the Comfort Corner. Each week in the CC 

I include ministry updates, positive news stories, ideas to make your home more cozy, and 

some tips on how parents and guardians can best disciple their children in addition to lessons from Mrs. Mary 

to teach your little ones. If you are not a parent but still would like to receive this newsletter, please let the 

Church office know. On Sundays, the Youth are still meeting via Zoom at 9 am for Sunday School and at 4 

pm for YouthCrew. I want to thank all of you for your prayers, love, and support you've given to me through-

out this time. Continue to pray for the Youth as they grow in God, and for me as I try my best to lead them and 

serve in the Church. God bless you all!          Tripp 


