
The Vine  

 The Faith Flash 

Are you receiving our email newsletter, The 

Faith Flash?  The Faith Flash comes out 

weekly with timely information and re-

minders.  Sign up today by going to our 

website (www.faithanglicanchurch.org), or  

calling the church office (755-4848). 

OCTOBER 2020 
Jesus said, “I am the vine; you 

are the branches.. .” John 15:5 

That Homeless Guy...Who Lives Behind My House 

 

Our Path of Christian Maturity 

 
 Worship                       Grow                         Serve 

 

A month ago a homeless guy was living in the woods 

behind my house.  Sometimes I’d see him sneak into 

the thicket to spend the night.  Sometimes I’d hear 

him singing.  Sometimes I’d see him walking towards 

Germantown Parkway to hold up his cardboard sign 

and seek assistance.  He made 

me uncomfortable.  I didn’t 

know if he was safe.  I didn’t 

know if he’d steal from my 

house or yard.  I didn’t know 

if he would harm Mary or me. 

 

   I told my next door neighbors about him.  One was 

horrified that a stranger was living in the thicket be-

hind our houses.  He was wondering if we should in-

form the police and have him moved out.  The other 

was glad the nameless homeless guy had found a safe 

place to spend the night. 

 

   I began to wonder.  Was the nameless homeless guy 

up to some nefarious no-good?  Was he a Veteran – a 

wounded warrior – who could no longer cope with the 

normal work world, and eking out a living the best he 

could?  Was he a man who had been rejected, abused, 

and never truly known love?  Was he a  sojourner  

trying to get home to his loving family?  I wondered.  

I was getting over my fear and about to make his ac-

quaintance.  I wanted to know his name and his story.  

Then he moved on.  I’ll never know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does Holy Scripture say about the nameless 

homeless guy? 

 

Don’t Wrong or Oppress Him – “You shall not wrong 

a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in 

the land of Egypt” (Exodus 22:21). 

 

Love Him – “Love the sojourner, therefore, for you 

were sojourners in the land of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 

10:19). 

 

Don’t Neglect Him – “Do not neglect to show hospi-

tality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained 

angels unawares” (Hebrews 13:2). 

 

Feed and Clothe Him, Visit Him – “For I was hungry 

and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 

naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited 

me, I was in prison and you came to me…And the 

King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 

did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did 

it to me’” (Matthew 25:35-36, 40) 

 

   Sadly, I didn’t do any of that, but I was about to.  

By God’s grace, I hope to next time!  Join me. 

http://www.faithanglicanchurch.org


MY STORY  
 
 

Blessings and Peace 
 

Hi!  My name is William,  In April 2004 my life 

changed with a D.W.I. or D.U.I. charge in Florida that 

led me to Memphis, TN.  I had to change people, 

places, and things to help me to eventually quit 

“controlled” drinking and September 22 became a new 

day of celebration for me, but more importantly it led 

me to Faith Anglican Church and ultimately to my soul 

mate, Lauren.  
 

We love it here at Faith Anglican Church! 
 

Chris said give a brief testimony.  Brief?  Our God is 

anything but brief.  His mercies endure for ever, his joy 

is everlasting.  His compassion through Christ’s work 

is eternal.  I give thanks and praise to Him who sits 

upon the throne, unto the Lamb of God and unto God’s 

Spirit which can dwell in those who lay down our bur-

dens at the altar of God and leave them there. 
 

Peace and blessings to us all in Christ’s name.  Amen 

                                                          The Hearne Family 

 

 

Stewardship 
 

Steward in Old English was literally housekeeper from 

the word for house and the word warden which means 

keeper.  This is close to the New Testament Greek 

word meaning house manager.  It is important to note 

that house or household includes all of the owner’s 

property and all of the people owing allegiance to the 

owner.  
 

Stewardship is taking care of the part of God’s creation 

entrusted to us with the abilities and resources he has 

given us.  Stewardship is an ethic and a way to view 

the world.  He has given us skill, ability, and assets so 

that we may be Doers of the Word. 
 

Give part of what you have been given to support the 

congregation, those in need, and above all to your fam-

ily members who need your help and support.  If we 

give freely from what God has entrusted to us to care 

for God’s household we are good stewards. 

                                                     John Scott 

                                                    Stewardship Chairman 

 

 

 

Monday Night Ladies Bible Study 
 

The Monday Night Ladies Bible Study on September 

14 began the study of Take Courage, A Study of Hag-

gai, by Jennifer Rothschild. This study is very relevant 

for  “such a time as this.” All ladies are welcome to 

join us. We meet via ZOOM on Monday nights from 

7:00 to 9:00. We spend time studying God’s Word, 

praying for each other, and visiting. If you are inter-

ested, contact Sudy Fisher at maggie2643@aol.com or 

901-299-4341. 

 

Joy Bombs! 
 

We are all experiencing challenging 

times, some more than others. There 

are people in your life that could use a 

virtual hug from a “Joy Bomb”. This could be in the 

form of a phone call, email, text, card, meal, dessert, 

small gift, gift card, balloons, a goodie bag, or anything 

you think they would like. Stretch your mind to think 

of someone whose day would change because they 

knew you care. Go for it! 
 

Your love has given me much joy and comfort, my brother, for 
your kindness has often refreshed the hearts of God’s people.  
Philemon 1:7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Corner                         

 Nancy Ebbing     John White                  Taylor Davie    

 Mansell Lancaster         Bill Walsh                 Larry Wilkes       

 Eli Ritchie          James Ferguson         Sarah Jordan       

 Janie Beth Covington       Sam Simpson            

 Fred Robertson        Susan Blackburn 

Birthdays 
Jill Amos 01 Aiden Parks 16 

Tripp Bond 01 James Zachary 16 

Kirk Tarver 02 Michael Brown 24 

Lance Forsdick 05 Sudy Fisher 26 

Baiba Guess 16 Obi Ifedili 30 

David Hightower 16 Gretchen Roderick 31 
 

Anniversaries 
James & Christina Zachary 09 

Ike & IJ Ifedili 11 

Jerry & Audria Guess 16 

Edward & Jill Amos 24 

Bob & Rita Barnett 30 
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 Forgiving Yourself ~ Part 2 
 

If you have ever made a bad decision or a mistake, 

welcome to the human race.  The best thing to do is 

confess to God and let it go.  You might reflect on 

anything you might have learned. Thank God for His 

forgiveness and move forward with your life.  God is 

merciful and has much compassion.  He forgave you 

when you confessed.   When you don’t forgive your-

self, you are putting yourself in God’s place, which 

is a sin called “God Playing.”  It’s a form of self 

abuse that over time can cause harmful effects to 

your body.  Think and act in a way that glorifies 

God. Not loving and respecting yourself can lead to 

bad health.  Don’t ever beat yourself up, just forgive 

yourself and let it go.  A bad self image can lead to a 

bad life.  Write down on an index card all the things 

you like about you and the things you can do well.  

Keep these things forefront in your mind everyday.  

Don’t be around people who are negative and judge 

you in a negative way.  Listen to God who tells you 

the truth about you.  It’s always healing to talk to 

someone.  There is a prayer in the Book of Common 

Prayer called confession.  Father Herb would be glad 

to help you with this.  This is confidential and is 

helpful in getting rid of guilt.  You will receive abso-

lution which is very releasing and freeing. This 

whole process is very cleansing.  Treat yourself the 

same as you treat your best friend.                   

                         Christina Zachary,  The Prayer Team 

       

Baby Bottle Campaign Results 

Loving sons and daughters of 

Faith, you came through again this 

year. Even though we didn't have 

but one week and no videos this 

year for the Life Choices BABY 

BOTTLE campaign you brought in 

$800.00. Each and every one of you should be proud 

of this accomplishment. As always your love came 

through for these babies and praise to our loving 

Savior Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Thank you from the Daughter's of the Holy Cross. 

Mission Moment  ~ Acolytes    
 

      Hey y’all! Grace and Peace to you! Recently, I 

have been placed in charge of the acolyte ministry. I 

thought I’d take this opportunity to give a quick re-

fresher of what an acolyte is, why we have them, and 

how to become one! 

               Firstly, the term acolyte 

comes from the ancient Greek 

akolouthos meaning, “one 

who follows or attends on,” 

from the prefix a- meaning, 

“with, joining” and keleuthos 

meaning, “a way, a path, a 

journey.” So, at its core, an 

acolyte is someone who 

“follows and attends on” Christ and the priest in the 

service. As such, acolytes are responsible for being 

the Crucifer (one who bears/carries the Processional 

Cross), the torchbearer (the one who lights and 

snuffs the candles), and the assistant (the one who 

aids the priest in setting the Altar-Table). 

               Why do we have acolytes? Well, first and fore-

most, to give the laity a space to serve in a special 

way beyond the Prayers and Responses. The position 

of acolyte provides a place for laypersons to minister 

to the rest of the congregation during worship with-

out having to be ordained. Without the acolyte, there 

would be no one to process with the Cross for the 

congregation to bow towards, and no one to light the 

candles to symbolize Christ and His Spirit’s Pres-

ence amongst the Faithful. It also allows the laity to 

minister to the priest by easing his burden. Secondly, 

the position of acolyte allows those seeking ordained 

ministry to become familiar with the Service of the 

Altar and to learn that part of a minister’s worship is 

sacrificing his own worship for the good of the Peo-

ple. Lastly, an acolyte exists to help shoulder the 

burdens of the priest so that he can better focus on 

praying the liturgy rather than saying it. 

               As for training, we currently have “new normal” 

acolyte training. If you or your child are interested in 

acolyting (it is open to all ages) please contact me at 

trippbond@faithanglicanchurch.org or contact the 

parish office.                            Tripp Bond 

mailto:trippbond@faithanglicanchurch.org


Just Whose Service is it Anyway? 
 

This conversation is from a similar one that happened between 2 FAC parishioners.  

The names have not been changed to protect anyone! 

Chris........Hi Rita, how are you? 

Rita..........Blessed, Chris and you? 

Chris........Definitely the same and thankful to be at church today to worship.  

Rita..........Me too. I am also grateful to see these beautiful people “almost” face to face! But the feeling           

      of being back in the Sanctuary makes my heart burst with joy. 

Chris.......Absolutely, it is really fulfilling to be here, but I can’t help but miss my 8:10 Service.  

Rita.........Yes, we do tend to get used to a certain Service. The 10:30 has always been special to me. I             

miss it.  

Chris.......Why do you miss it? Aren’t the 2nd and 4th Sundays actually the 10:30 Service? 

Rita.........No, they are not.  I assumed they were closer to the 8:10. 

Chris.......Wow, and I assumed it was the 10:30. 

Rita.........I guess we both assumed, but one thing is for sure.... 

Chris ......You mean, that it is neither your 10:30 or my 8:10, but it is OUR 10AM Service? 

Rita.........Not exactly. It is God’s 10AM Service, at least for now, and we’re blessed to worship Him to          

     day. Sometimes we get so concerned with “our” Service, we forget it is all about praising Him.  

Chris.......Amen to that, girl!  I guess anything can be an idol. 

 

 

Re-Missioning Update 
 

I hope this update finds you well, safe and healthy❤ 

Although 2020 has not gone as we planned and thanks to a tremendous amount of behind the scenes work, 

the Re-Missioning effort is alive and well! 
 

Fellowship has been given a priority by the PC and charged two new PC members (John Scott and Bill Gre-

sko) with shared oversight. We all know that some fellowshipping is happening virtually and we are hopeful 

more can happen as we pull out of the pandemic. Anyone can create fellowship events, we just need to be 

creative (and safe). :) 

 The Visitor Team’s advances in 2019 continue to pay off, in that we have a process in place and have been 

handling the visitors we are currently getting (which have been substantial, by the way!) 

 The Worship Re-Missioning Team (WRT) Sub Committee is getting ready to make their recommenda-

tions to the PC. This team is made up of Rita Barnett (team leader), Bill Zachry, Becky Conner and Tripp 

Bond. John Scott and Ron Kirby are supporting this team with research and other assignments. 

 The Parish Council  approved two new Ministry recommendations. Both of these recommendations came 

from the Fellowship/Connection Team. One was for a Communications Ministry Lead and the second was 

for a Connections Ministry Lead. Michael Brown has accepted the Communications Lead -YIPPEE!!  He is 

already hard at work, analyzing our needs.  

FAC’s Evangelism Charter has been approved by the PC. We are so excited that Candi Brown has accepted 

the team leader role. She has extensive evangelism training and will help catapult this effort for God’s 

Glory! 
 

As you can see.....the Re-Missioning Effort at FAC is relentless.  We expect to have a lot of progress to share 

with Father Herb when he returns from his Sabbatical. If you are interested in any part of this     effort, con-

tact Chris Shields. We would love to have your skills and gifts. 



Dearest Family, 

The Peace of God and His Spirit to you in this difficult time.  

The following article originally went out in my weekly newsletter and is reprinted 

here for your consideration. *Disclaimer: this article is about people who have left 

Christianity/the Church in a substantial way during covid and    do not plan on re-

turning, it is not about those who currently cannot return for health reasons yet plan 

to do so again in the future: 

 

Get ready to be made slightly uncomfortable, and more than a little concerned. A recent study has shown 

that something like 1/3 of all Churchgoers have stopped attending church, even online, since Covid started. Part 

of that number is composed of half of all millennials. Think about that...one third of all churchgoers are not (and 

likely won’t be) returning to church (even digitally), and half of an entire generation of Christians have, on a 

practical and symbolic level, walked away from The Faith. These are frightening and scary numbers!!! Some of 

you may be thinking, “Good, let the tares leave on their own! The Church may be smaller but it will be stronger 

and livelier!” And, there’s some truth to that. The other group of you may be thinking, “No!!! We must find a 

way to stop this from happening!” And you are also right. Like all things Anglican, we should hold to the middle 

way between these two extremes. If the tares and the anti-Christs are leaving the Church then that is, indeed, 

good. But, if they are leaving then we must fight to make sure they bring no Christians who are weaker in the 

Faith with them; and, we must convince as many of them of the Gospel before they leave that they may be saved. 

The great preacher Charles Spurgeon once said, “If sinners be damned, at least let them leap to Hell over our 

dead bodies. And if they perish, let them perish with our arms wrapped about their knees, imploring them to stay. 

If Hell must be filled, let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let not one go unwarned and unprayed for.”  

 

However, this article is not about how we are to prevent them from leaving. That is a task far too large for 

one young man to figure out. Instead, this article is going to address an underlying concern associated with their 

leaving; to name the root causes of why. They may best be summed up in two words: Gnosticism and Modernism. 

These are the two greatest heresies of all time, one ancient and the other new. The reason for so many leaving 

worship, leaving the Church, is because our culture, especially in the Church, has fallen prey to the joint forces of 

these heresies; if not in belief then in practical action. First, let me define what I mean by Modernism and Gnosti-

cism. Modernism is a group of heresies which teach, at their core, that there is no Divine Mediation into Creation. 

Modernism does not necessarily deny that God exists but, rather, denies that God interacts in any meaningful 

way with Creation. It is called Modernism because it rejects Tradition, as Tradition is the translation of the Eter-

nal Mind and Pleasures of God into the here and now. Gnosticism on the other hand is an ancient heresy which is 

the equal-opposite of Modernism. It teaches that there is, or at least should be, only mediation and that the physi-

cal world is evil and unnecessary to human spiritual enlightenment. Christianity rejects both of these and holds in 

tension both mediation and physicality; and we call that The Incarnation. 



In The Incarnation of God in Jesus we see Divine Mediation not just in Creation but 

through Creation. As such, we serve an Incarnational God and therefore must be an 

Incarnational People. If God wanted, He could have just boomed a voice from 

Heaven saying, “You are all forgiven now if only you repent and believe!” But He 

didn’t; that would have been Gnostic. If God wanted, He could have left us to our 

own devices, to try to struggle to attain some broken, human form of “eternal life” 

through perverse technology. But He didn’t; that would have been Modernism. In-

stead, He chose to come down and personally mediate, through His own flesh, Our 

Salvation. For He Is, “...a God near at hand and not afar off.” (Jer. 23:23 para-

phrased). Why does this matter? How does this all  

connect?                

 

During the time of Covid, many people are leaving Church permanently for at least one of two reasons 

(and in some cases paradoxically both!): 1) They think online worship alone is sufficient and able to connect them 

to God and have a adopted a self-centered, “me and Jesus,” approach to worship (this is Gnosticism) or 2) They 

do not see how Church, and more importantly God, has effected and does affect their daily lives significantly 

(Modernism aka practical atheism). The root for both of these is this: They do not think nor believe that an Incar-

national, Sacramental form of worship is necessary to their lives. Covid has convinced some that all they need is 

personal devotion at least, and at most a screen. It has made others question why they ever needed Church at all. 

And ultimately, we as the universal Church are at fault. We have failed to encourage people to return (and, per-

haps in our Covid slothfulness, have had no zeal to encourage them or ourselves to do so!), and we have failed to 

show them the necessity of returning. We have failed to show them how necessary and impactful the Incarnation 

of the Body of Christ is in the gathering and fellowship of the Church, in the communion we share of life together, 

and most importantly in The Communion we share in The Incarnation experienced and received at the Holy 

Eucharist. Perhaps we have failed because we ourselves do not truly believe, recognize, nor appreciate what hap-

pens at the Liturgy: Heavenly Participation. I encourage you, dear reader, to stop right now what you are doing 

and go watch a YouTube short film called “The Veil Removed.” It is made by Roman Catholics but generally 

aligns with our worship. It will, I hope, make you weep with desire to worship together in person again. 

Here is the link if you want to type it in manually: https://youtu.be/OOLZDaTgIaM 

                                                                                                           In Christ,  

                                                                                                   Tripp Bond, 

                                                                                                   Minister to Families and Youth 

https://youtu.be/OOLZDaTgIaM


 

9555 Walnut Grove Road 

Cordova, TN  38018 

901-755-4848 

www.faithanglicanchurch.org 
 

                          

 Service Times: 

Sunday: 

Holy Eucharist  ....................... 8:10/10:30am 
         Sunday School ...……………………9:30am 

 

          

All articles for The Vine are due in the office the   

second Monday of the month, send to:                  

laqueta@faithanglicanchurch.org 

 

Faith Anglican Church
Blessing Bags

PACK A BAG TO BLESS ANOTHER

At the end of every month, the 8th Street Mission Team takes dinner and supplies to the 8th Street 

Mission. Pack a shopping bag, gift bag etc., with items that women or men need, as well as a little note 

that lets the recipient know that they are very important and loved. The Daughters of the Holy Cross will 

add the Bibles, tracks, crosses and the 8TH Street Mission Team will deliver. 

Items could include: snacks, personal grooming products such as tooth brushes/paste, deodorant, combs, 
brushes, tissues, toilet paper, feminine hygiene products, cosmetics, travel size soap, shampoo, razor, 
shaving cream, Chapstick, water, water bottles, socks, shoes, hats, towels, wash cloths, baby wipes, 
sleeping bags, umbrella, coat, rain poncho, reading glasses, and whatever God puts on your heart.

Drop the off at the church by the last Thursday of the month or email Chris at inotterwords@yahoo.com
for pick up.  (If you’d rather just donate, we have personal shoppers!)


