
The Vine  

 The Faith Flash 

Are you receiving our email newsletter, The 

Faith Flash?  The Faith Flash comes out 

weekly with timely information and re-

minders.  Sign up today by going to our 

website (www.faithanglicanchurch.org), or  

calling the church office (755-4848). 

AUGUST 2020 
Jesus said, “I am the vine;   you 

are the branches.. .” John 15:5 

Love One Another Regardless of Their Coronavirus Opinion 

 

Our Path of Christian Maturity 

 
 Worship                       Grow                         Serve 

 

Concerning reopening our churches, Senior Editor at 

The Gospel Coalition, 

Brett McCracken, said, 

“Some will be eager to 

meet in person and im-

patient to wait much 

longer to get back to 

normal. Others will in-

sist it’s unwise to meet 

at all until there’s a vaccine. Plenty will fall some-

where in between.”  Within our country, city, and 

church there is a broad spectrum of opinions on what 

is the right thing to do.  There is one thing of which I 

am absolutely sure: we must love one another, respect 

one another, and refuse to demonize one another. 

 

   But what if they’re dead wrong?  What if they are 

believing fake news?  What if they are really really 

annoying?  What if they are so wrong and so arrogant 

that I now feel like they are my enemy?  Hmmmmm.  

Let’s see.  What did Jesus say?  Oh yes: 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor and hate your en-

emy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies 

and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so 

that you may be sons of your Father who is in 

heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil 

and on the good, and sends rain on the just and 

on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love 

you, what reward do you have? Do not even 

the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you  

greet only your brothers what more are you  

 

 

 

 

doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles 

do the same? 48 You therefore must 

be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

– Matthew 5:43-48 

   In the Covid concerned world in which we now live, 

there is a dramatic increase in tension, worry, fear, 

stress, and anger.  This is the time in which we Chris-

tians need to prove we are Jesus’ disciples to a world 

without Christ.  As Jesus said, “By this all people will 

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another” (John 13:35).  Brett McCraken gives us 

helpful insights on how to love one another through 

this troubling time.  He says: 

For example, someone might find it personally 

difficult—even maddening—to have to wear a 

mask during church and stay six feet away 

from everyone at all times. You might think 

these precautions are a needless overreaction. 

But here’s the thing: even if it turns out you’re 

right, can you not sacrifice your ideal for a 

season, out of love for others who believe the 

precautions are necessary? … Likewise, those 

who think the lockdowns should continue 

should not pass judgment on those who ques-

tion the wisdom of the government’s ongoing 

restrictions. Churches should strive to honor 

people on both sides of the spectrum. 

Instead of biting and devouring one another 

(Galatians 5:15), this is a time to shine!, to extend an 

abundance of grace, mercy, forgiveness, and love to 

each other and to those without Christ. 

 
 

http://www.faithanglicanchurch.org


MY STORY  
 

The Encounter  
The encounter started with a question, “I see you 

bought some puppy pads. Do you have a young puppy 

at home?” It took me a second to realize (1) that some-

one was talking to me and (2) what they were saying.  

I looked down at my cart and saw the box in question. 

Then I looked over my shoulder and saw a black lady 

pushing a cart a few feet behind me. “No ma’am,” I 

answered, “I have an old dog.” She tried once more. 

“Oh yes. Old dogs sometimes need them, too. Don’t 

they?”  
 

It took only a few moments for this conversation to 

take place, but for days it kept coming back to me. I 

have since realized that it was more important that I 

originally thought.  
 

Let me fill in this small picture with some details. I’m a 

72 year-old white guy who is an engineer by disposi-

tion and training. In case you don’t know, engineers are 

often accused of having no social skills, especially 

small-talk and I am a shining example of the genre. At 

the moment of the encounter, I had just finished shop-

ping at Sam’s and was anxiously looking for my Honda 

in a huge parking lot seemingly filled with similar 

white vehicles. I’ve lost much of my hearing among 

other age-related problems. Thus, I was not the best 

candidate for a lady who, I now realize, had decided to 

broach the racial divide and try to approach the oft-

vilified white male with a kindly greeting. It also did 

not help that I didn’t understand what she was attempt-

ing.  
 

So, the encounter was short lived and this lady may 

have regretted even making the attempt. But I hope she 

kept up her effort to show a member of another race 

that she was a nice person who just wanted to make 

conversation in a difficult time.  
 

I firmly believe that God’s hand was in this vignette. 

You see I have experience with some of God’s meth-

ods as He has often used them on me. He doesn’t al-

ways make it easy. Sometimes He seems to want to 

make my path a little (or a lot) rougher so that he can 

toughen me up for the hard times that He knows are 

coming. I am an expert at “failing forward.”  
 

For some reason during quiet moments in the following 

days, this memory kept coming back to me.    
 

Now after proper reflection, I finally understand.   I am 

being reminded that there are still good people out 

there who are not screaming hate and bile. They are 

like me. They just want to get along and spread God’s 

kingdom one person at a time. I am praying for the 

lady to have a better encounter next time. I’m also try-

ing to be more open to others. God knows that is a 

challenge.                                                        Ron Kirby 
 
  

Safety at Your Church Home 
 

 

If you are going to the grocery store, 

Walmart, Sam’s, Costco, Walgreens etc, 

you’ll find that our leadership has made 

Faith Anglican Church far, far safer than 

those places. You should never do any-

thing you feel is unsafe, or have been 

instructed not to do, but for those who 

have been out and about some, I need to 

tell you our church has covered the 

bases for safety, and I thank them for all they have 

done to make and keep us safe. Either way, virtual or 

physically present, we are bound  through the family of 

God by means of the Blood of Jesus, and distance can 

never stop love.  

                                                                Rita Barnett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                            

Love one another 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Corner                         

 Nancy Ebbing     John White                  Holly Naufel     

 Mansell Lancaster         Bill Walsh                 Larry Wilkes       

 Eli Ritchie          James Ferguson            

 Janie Beth Covington       Sam Simpson           

 Fred Robertson        Susan Blackburn 

Birthdays 
Jennifer Bostick 02 Amy Trippel 13 

Jessica Hearne 05 Kelly Shipman 14 

Bob Barnett 08 Jenny Ndaruhutse 20 

Doug Conner 10 Daniel King 24 

Bill Zachry 12 Chuck Glover 27 
 

Anniversaries 
Frederic Ndaruhutse &  

     Louise Mushimiyimana 09 

Brad & Gretchen Roderick 12 

Noland & Mary Pipes 15 

Peter and Annette Kersting 31 



 Helping the Poor God’s Way 
 

Throughout the Bible, God makes it clear that it’s 

our responsibility to help the poor.  For instance on 

the Day of Judgment the 

King (Jesus) will say to 

those who feed the hungry, 

invite the stranger in, clothe 

the naked, and visit the sick 

and those in prison, 

“whatever you did for one of 

the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me” 

(Matthew 25).  Yet, how do we help the poor in a 

way that truly helps them?  First, have an attitude of 

generosity and openhandedness, not hardheartedness 

or tightfistedness (Deuteronomy 15).  Second, help 

the poor in a way that does not foster laziness or de-

pendency, does not provide for illicit activities, and 

gives them love, honor, respect, and provision.  Giv-

ing and lending (expecting nothing in return) to the 

poor is crucial in a crisis.  However, in the long run 

applying the Gleaning Laws (Leviticus 19) to the 

poor is the best solution – “When you reap the har-

vest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of 

your field…Leave them for the poor and the alien.”  

In other words, don’t just give money to the poor, 

leave some work (home and business) for the poor to 

do.  
 

 

 

 

Mission Moment 
 

The Daughters of the Holy Cross is an Order of 

women at Faith Anglican committed to making dis-

ciples and serving Jesus through our Rule of Life 

of prayer, service, study and evangelism.  Some of 

our 23 members are shown here having collected hy-

giene supplies for women at homeless shelters.  

 

The Daughters undergird the church by praying for 

the clergy, staff and congregation as well as studying 

the Word of God to grow in their faith.  Serving oth-

ers and sharing the gospel is part of how Daughters 

add to the life of our church,  

 

Currently, the Daughters are conducting a Zoom 

Study, open to all women at FAC, to see if they 

would like to join this beautiful group of ladies. Con-

tact Sherry Wilkes if you would like to consider be-

 

106. For Spiritual Communion 

 

Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things, and I de-

sire to possess you within my soul. And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I beseech you to 

come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, together with all your faithful people [gathered around 

every altar of your Church], and I embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Never permit me to be 

separated from you. Amen. 

2019 BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ( 677) 

Spiritual Communion Prayer...For Those Not Able to Receive the Sacrament 

Holy Communion — 2nd & 4th Sundays 
 

We are now celebrating Holy Communion on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.  You may attend in per-

son or you may drop by the church office (M-TH 9-3) before the Communion Sunday to receive your conse-

crated bread, which you may then receive on Sunday during the service via Facebook Live. 



 

9555 Walnut Grove Road 

Cordova, TN  38018 

901-755-4848 

www.faithanglicanchurch.org 
 

                          

 Service Times: 

Sunday: 

Holy Eucharist  ....................... 8:10/10:30am 
         Sunday School ...……………………9:30am 

 

          

All articles for The Vine are due in the office the   

second Monday of the month, send to:                  

laqueta@faithanglicanchurch.org 

Called to the Quiet Retreat 
August 22nd,  from 9:00 to Noon 

 

Do you want to grow in your prayer life?  Then come spend some quiet time with your Lord, a time of prayer, 

meditation, reflection, and hearing from God.  From nine until noon at our Called to the Quiet Retreat, we will 

begin with Morning Prayer, have a time of directed prayer, meditation, and reflection, and conclude with 

Noon Day Prayers.  A booklet is provided to help guide your time of prayer.  You may enjoy walking the 

grounds or sitting in a lawn chair for a portion of your personal time of prayer and meditation.  You may want 

to bring your Bible as well.  Spiritual Direction and Reconciliation (Confession) will be available.  Social dis-

tancing will be practiced. 
 

 

Youth News 
 

Hey Y'all!  Peace to you in Christ Our Lord! 

Youth Ministry updates: So far, the Youth have been learning HOW to read the Bible,                       

an endeavor they've enjoyed very much. If you want to see what they've been learning, 

you can watch the series "How to Read the Bible" on YouTube by the Bible Project. 

Now, we are studying the Spiritual Disciplines, such as contemplation, fasting, prayer, 

etc. If your child would like to join us, we are (generally) meeting in the Narthex, so-

cially distanced, from 4-6pm on Sundays.  Some fun upcoming events (TBD): rock climbing, bowling, ulti-

mate frisbee at Shelby Farms, and eating out. There is also a parents' meeting in the works. If interested, 

please email me at trippbond@faithanglicanchurch.org                                         In Christ, Tripp Bond 

mailto:trippbond@faithanglicanchurch.org

