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  THE V INE        
 

 

God has been gracious to give us a new 

home, a beautiful new building and 

wonderful location.  Godôs people have 

dedicated hundreds of hours and hundredôs 

of thousands of dollars to make our dream 

(from God) a reality.  Why?  Why have we 

worked so hard and sacrificed so much?  

Why has God seen fit to bless us with such 

an awesome facility?  The chorus to Chris 

Tomlinôs song ñNot to Us,ò resounds in 

my mind: 

   Not to us, but to Your Name be the glory 

   Not to us, but to Your Name be the glory 

ñOur buildingò is not really our building.  

Itôs Godôs house.  Itôs for Godôs glory.  Itôs 

for building up Godôs kingdom, not ours. 
   

When God blessed His 

people, the Jews, with the 

Promised Land ï a land 

flowing with milk and honey 

ï and then the glorious Temple in 

Jerusalem, they quickly forgot why God 

had blessed them.  Several centuries 

earlier God told Abraham, ñI will make 

your descendants as numerous as the stars 

in the sky and will give them all these 

lands, and through your offspring all 

nations on earth will be blessedò (Genesis 

26:4).  God gave His people these blessing 

to share with the Gentiles, to bring all 

people to the Lord God, not to hoard for 

themselves. 
 

In John chapter four, Jesus shared the 

Gospel with a Samaritan woman.  His     

disciples were shocked that he would 

speak with her!  Not only was she a 

despised Samaritan (ethnically impure and 

unfaithful to Holy Scripture), but she was  

 
 

a woman with a dubious reputation.  Iôm 

sure His disciples passed her on the way 

into town, but ignored her.  Why speak 

with a sinner like her?!  Surely she would 

not turn to Jesus and repent, would she?  

Yet, after Jesus shared the Gospel, she 

went back to Sychar and spread the good 

news of Jesus, resulting in many sayings, 

ñwe know that this man really is the 

Savior of the world.ò  In our new building, 

like those disciples, will we passively 

observe or even look down our noses at 

those broken people in need of the life-

giving good news, or like Jesus, will we 

take the time to set the captives free!?!  

God has blessed us to be a blessing!  Let 

us not  walk in the steps of our spiritual 

ancestors who hoarded the 

Gospel for themselves only. 
 

As the Samaritan woman was 

back in Sychar joyfully 

spreading the good news of 

Jesus; Jesus told his disciples, ñDo you 

not say, óFour months more and then the 

harvestô?  I tell you, open your eyes and 

look at the fields!  They are ripe for 

harvestò (John 4:35).  Does the harvest 

take place in the barn?  No.  The harvest 

takes place in the field.  Then the harvest 

is brought into the barn.  The new church 

buildings God has blessed us with are the 

barn.  It is time to bring the harvest into 

the barn; it is time to invite and 

welcome guests into Godôs house.  

Now is the time, not four days, four 

months, or four years from now.  Now 

is the time. ñThey are ripe for 

harvest!ò 
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One Liners 

Live your life in 

such a way that 

when your feet 

hit the floor in 

the morning,   

Satan shudders 

& says... 

"Oh no....(he) 

she's awake!!"  

THE HARVEST IS RIPE! 

Why has God seen fit 
to bless us with such 
an awesome facility? 
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HOLY LIFE -SUPPORT 

What do you lean on in times of trouble? Your 

job?  Money?  Family?  Friends? 

Believers should know that the Lord is our life-

support in all things - and utilize His wonderful 

strength without shame or reluctance. 

Consider Gregory Koukl's short thought in RUBBER 

CRUTCHES, taken from his website at www.str.org - STAND 

TO REASON: 

ñWhen people ask me, 'Isnôt Christ just a crutch?'  I have a 

simple reply.  I tell them, 'Youôre right.  Christ is a crutch.  But 

youôve asked the wrong question.' 

No one makes fun of a lame person who uses a crutch.  So the 
real question is, 'Am I lame; am I crippled?' because crippled 

people need crutches. 

The fact is, everybody leans on something.  As a Christian I 
lean on Jesus, because Heôs a crutch that can hold me.  What 

about you? 

When I was a kid and someone told a dumb joke, weôd say, 
'Thatôs as funny as a rubber crutch.'  The point is 'rubber 

crutches' arenôt funny.  As it turns out, though, a lot of people 

are leaning on rubber crutches.  The real question is not 

whether you have a crutch or not.  Everybody does.  The real 

question is, 'Can your crutch hold you?' 

Whatôs your fancy?  What is it that makes your life work for 

you?  A relationship?  A secure job?  Your bank account? 

Your health?  Power? 

All of those are rubber crutches.  If whatever youôre depending 

on for security and significance can be here today and gone 
tomorrow, then youôre in trouble.  Youôre leaning on a rubber 

crutch.  And thatôs not funny. 

Yes, Christians lean on Christ.  Call it a crutch if you want, but 

our crutch can hold us. 

One person put it this way:  A Christian is one who has come 

to the end of his rope.  He admits his deep need.  He knows 

heôs crippled in many ways, and needs help.  When you finally 
come to your senses and realize youôre deeply crippled and 

dying, Christ  isnôt 'just' a crutch ðHeôs an  iron lung." 

------------  Think about this and check out the website at http:// 

www.str.org - for many resources. 

May 31 ð   FOTK (Fellowship of the King) Calendar  

DIG IN/ 10A.M.-1P.M. @ New Building: Come be an 

honest laborer at the Lordôs new house! 

Standing Rock CAR WASH @ 1st TN Bank 

(Trinity/Germantown Pkway) 1:30P.M.-3:30P.M. 

JUNE:    June 1 - Standing Rock VBS Training 12pm after 

church.   June 1: Planning Meeting: 12 - 2pm at Church      

June 8:  Adventure Night: Putt-Putt/Summer Ave - 5 - 7pm   
June 29: FOTK Pool Fun: 5 - 7 pm.   Location to be decided.

             Tom Knowles 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                     

A WONDERFUL AWANA SEASON!!!  
 

What a wonderful AWANA season we have had!  Once 

again the Lord smiled upon our young AWANA minis-

try and blessed us with learning and memorizing His 

word, heartfelt prayers, and lots of fun - AWANA style. 
 

Not only did AWANA maintain an average Sunday af-

ternoon attendance of fifteen to twenty children each 

week, we witnessed some tremendous spiritual growth 

in our club members during the year.  As part of our 

outreach ministry, the AWANA club members gathered 

stuffed animals for children at St. Jude Hospital and 

collected eight (8) bags of food and grooming products 

for the Tennessee Baptist Childrenôs Home in Bartlett, 

TN. 

In addition to memorizing Bible scripture, AWANA 

club members enjoyed theme days such as:  Backwards 

Night, AWANA Luau, Sundae Sunday, and more.   We 

are looking forward to next season and are planning 

even more exciting events for our AWANA club, once 

we are in our new building. 
 

If you have not been to AWANA or perhaps had to take 

a break from AWANA because of scheduling conflicts, 

it is time to get re-acquainted with the club.  We are go-

ing to be able to offer a wonderful opportunity to minis-

ter to you and your family when AWANA begins in 

August 2008 ï and we are praying that you will join us 

in sharing the Good News with everyone we meet.  Re-

member A.W.A.N.A. stands for ñApproved workmen 

are not ashamedéò (2 Timothy 2:15), and we want to 

help equip children and their families to be disciples of 

Christ. 
 

Please consider becoming involved!  If you have any 

questions, just ask Tom or Julie Knowles @ 854-8157. 

 

Sincerely, 

Julie and Tom Knowles 

AWANA Commanders 

http://www.str.org
http://www.str.org
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        Keeping our Treasures Safe 

Years ago I inherited a lovely opal ring.  I treasure it because it was my grand-

motherôs.  I keep it in a safe place and I check on it occasionally to make sure it is still 

there.  

Our children are our treasures; ñan inheritance from the Lord.ò (Psalm 127:3).  We 

want to keep them safe: spiritually and physically.  We have been blessed to have a 

nice temporary place to meet.  In many ways, weôve been challenged to keep it a safe 

place for our children.  Children are signed in and out in the nursery, little ones are es-

corted to the bathroom, children are not permitted to roam the halls, and adults keep a watchful eye for strangers who 

may wander in.  In our new building we may be tempted to let our guard down, relax, and let our treasures run free.  

But we must be diligent to keep an eye on our little ones.  The new building will bring more rooms to explore, lots of 

new hiding places, and eventually a playground outside the door.  It will also bring more strangers and visitors (which 

is the purpose of the church).  Families who donôt know us will be searching for a safe place for their children to 

grow in Christ.  It is important to set up guidelines in the nursery and the childrenôs area to monitor our children care-

fully. These are a few ideas for our parents that we are beginning to implement : 

Registering our children in our programs like Sunday School, VBS, Nursery, and AWANA. 

Keeping volunteers and staff aware of special alerts like medical conditions and allergies (peanuts or other 

foods). 

Signing in Elementary Age children when they arrive in the childrenôs area as well as the preschool nursery.  

Releasing the children to their parents or designated adult when they are signed out. 

When the playground is ready, we will need safety guidelines there, as well, with policies for approved   

areas to play outside. 

With the construction process so fresh, wearing shoes at all times is important to protect these little feet 

from building materials scattered in the yard and building.  

Please let me know if you have other suggestions.  Just as sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ and bringing our 

children into a saving relationship with Him is a joint effort of parents and childrenôs ministry,  so must we work   

together to keep our young ones safe in our new facility.  

To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept safe 

for Jesus Christ: May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.  

Jude 1:1-2.  

For His Sake, 

Mary Hand, Director of Childrenôs Ministry 

 

 

 

            Have you registered for VBS?  

July 13-17 

See our display in the hall! 

Parents are welcome to join in the fun! 

Children Growing 

in Faith 

~ TWO LITTLE BOYS ~  

After a hardy rainstorm filled all the potholes in the streets and alleys, 

A young mother watched her two little boys playing in the puddle through her 

kitchen window. 

The older of the two, a five year old lad, grabbed his sibling by the back of his 

head and shoved his face into the water hole. 

As the boy recovered and stood laughing and dripping, the mother runs to the yard in a panic. 

ñWhy on earth did you do that to your little brother?!  She asks as she shook the older boy in  

anger. 

ñWe were just playing óchurch mommy,ò he said. 

ñAnd I was just baptizing himé.in the name of the Father, the Son and in...the  Hole-he-goes.ò 


