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 THE VINE       

I’ve heard it said that when you point your 

finger at someone else, you have three 

fingers pointing right back at you.  To our 

shame, we’ve all done it.  To our pain, 

we’ve all experienced it. 

The first thing Eve and Adam did after 

the fall, was to point the finger of 

blame and accusation.  Eve blamed the 

serpent (Satan).  Adam blamed Eve, 

and he blamed God for giving him 

Eve!  Neither saw the three fingers 

pointing back at themselves.  Neither took 

responsibility for their actions.  We see this 

same script playing over and over again in 

government, politics, business, families, 

and tragically even among God’s people. 

It is no coincidence that the finger pointing 

began after Satan influenced Eve and 

Adam to rebel against the Lord God, and 

turn to his corrupt ways.  The name Satan 

literally means, “adversary” (one who 

opposes another in purpose or act).  

Revelation 12:10 calls Satan, “…the 

accuser of our brothers, who accuses them 

before our God day and night…”  The 

accusations began immediately after Eve 

and Adam rebelled against God and came 

under Satan’ influence.  The accusations 

continue to this day. 

In Numbers chapter 13, God had Moses 

send 12 men to spy out the Promised Land, 

“a land flowing with milk and honey.”  

Joshua and Caleb came back trusting God 

with a good report, saying, “We should go 

up and take possession of the land, for we 

can certainly do it.”  The other 10 were 

terrified, so they “spread among the 

Israelites a bad report.”  Because the people 

refused to trust God to give them victory in 

the land, God kept them in the wilderness 

for 40 years.  Even though it was their fault 

that they were not enjoying the fruit of the 

land, in Numbers chapter 20, the people 

pointed an accusing finger at Moses and 

Aaron.   

They said, “Why did you bring us up out of 

Egypt to this terrible place?  It has no grain 

or figs, grapevines or pomegranates. And 

there is no water to drink!” Instead of 

accepting the blame and being 

part of the solution, they became 

accusers, like Satan. 

Whenever you find yourself 

pointing the finger at someone 

else, stop to thoroughly examine 

yourself.  As Jesus asked, “Why 

do you look at the speck of sawdust in your 

brother’s eye and pay no attention to the 

plank in your own eye?” (Luke 6:41). 

Over a decade ago, when I served in a very 

stress-filled and somewhat dysfunctional 

environment, periodically Mary and I 

lamented over our situation and those who 

were making our lives difficult.  We never 

gossiped, but we did discuss our pain with 

each other.  As we pointed the finger of 

blame at others, the Holy Spirit began to 

convict us.  The Lord showed us that it was 

fine to briefly voice our concerns privately, 

but that we must always pray for those who 

had brought us grief.  As we regularly 

prayed for our antagonists, we grew in our 

love for them and sought to be in peace 

with them. 

Whenever you find yourself blaming 

others, pointing the finger, and holding on 

to unforgiveness, repent.  First thoroughly 

examine yourself, and even seek the 

counsel of a godly friend.  As Jesus said, 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 

be called sons of God” (Matthew 5:9). Two 

fingers really are better than one! 

 

 

Faith E-News 
Are you receiving our 

email newsletter, Faith 

E-News?  Faith E-

News comes out a 

couple times a month 

with timely informa-

tion and reminders.  If 

you are not receiving 

Faith E-News please 

go to our website 

(www.faithanglicanch

urch.org) today to sign 

up, or  call the church 

office (755-4848). 
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OUR VISION:            
A Christ Centered 

Community Growing 

in Faith. 
 

OUR PURPOSE:    
The purpose of Faith 

Anglican Church is to 

proclaim the Good 

News, make disciples, 

and serve our 

neighbors. 
 

OUR GUIDING 

PRINCIPLES: 
We equip lay people 

for ministry 

We provide biblically 

centered instruction 

We minister to people 

where they are 

We welcome all God’s 

children 

We are theologically 

traditional 

We provide meaning-

ful worship services 

We lead others to 

Christ. 

  May 2010  

Jesus said, ñI 

am the vine; 

you are the 

branches.. .ò-  
John 15:5  

Two Fingers Are Better Than One 
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“What can wash away my sin? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

What can make me whole again? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Oh! precious is the flow 

That makes me white as snow; 

No other fount I know, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus.” 
 

The above excerpt is from a hymn written in 1876 by a 

man named Robert Lowry.  This song keeps going through 

my mind!  Whenever something like that happens, it 

makes me stop and think about what the Holy Spirit may 

be saying to me.  In this case, I think it has to do with the 

fact that Jesus is the ONLY way, truth and life.  No one 

goes to the Father except through Him. 

Something I think about when I hear this song, is that I 

cannot make myself feel better when I’ve sinned and fallen 

short (which happens daily).  It can’t be done by thinking 

positive thoughts or by watching a good movie or reading 

a good story.  Nothing can make me whole but the blood 

of Jesus.  I need to go to His feet, confess my sin and ask 

for forgiveness.  He washes me white as snow.  After that, 

I need to repent (change my ways) so that this sin won’t 

happen again. 

What a glorious hope we have in our Savior--that He re-

deems us and makes us white as snow.  Thank you Jesus. 
 

Random news:  Hunter threw 40'11 in shot and 134'1 in 

the discus; Sarah Blackburn, David Jacobs, Joseph Ed-

mands, Victoria Emison, Nathan Evans and Grace Fors-

dick graduate from high school this month; Kendal Conner 

just returned from an awesome trip to spread the Gospel in 

Turkey; Marcus is working hard in track and baseball; Per-

vis is working on his Eagle Scout project at Faith! 
  

Upcoming Events: 

Every Sunday, Youth Crew Phenomenon 5-7:30 at 

Faith.  Every Wednesday, D-Group at 6:30 at Faith. 

Bring a side dish to share on Wednesdays.  

May 16th:  Last regular Sunday Youth Crew:  Fr. Hand 

                   as Guest Speaker! Cookout and games! 

May 23rd:  Senior Recognition at 10:30am Service 

June 10th:  Leave for Standing Rock 

During the summer, we will meet on Wednesday nights for 

Bible Study.  We will be doing a video series from Francis 

Chan based on his Crazy Love book.  Our first meeting 

will be Wednesday, June 23rd.  We will meet from 7-8 

(covered dish at 6:30).  We will also meet one Sunday per 

month for Summer Sunday.  First Summer Sunday is June 

6th from 6-8.  Location to be announced. 

Susan Blackburn 

 

 

Vacation Bible School: SAVE THESE DATES: 

   JULY 11-15, 2010 FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL.  

Come and see what adventures await our children this year 

in Vacation Bible School.  Register your children early and 

they will receive a special gift.  Sign up friends and grand-

children and cousins and neighbors. 

 Our theme this year will be– “TRAVELING WITH 

MOSES.” Get your passports ready because we are off 

again this year on a Bible time adventure.  We will come 

to know the God of Moses and prepare to travel with him 

out of Egypt walking on dry land through the Red Sea, 

journeying through the desert, up to Mt Sinai to discover 

the Ten Commandments and finally to the edge of the 

Promised Land, the land of milk and honey.  We’ll visit 

with craftsmen, learn to make bricks like the Israelites, and 

maybe even taste a bit of manna.  We’ll discover Jesus in 

the Old Testament.  This is something the whole family 

can enjoy.  Adults and teens can be family group leaders, 

craftsmen, actors, and behind the scenes helpers.  To be     

a part of this action-packed VBS, please join us May 2nd 

after church for a training session and a taste of the fun to 

come.  Baptist Mandarin Church, our neighbor church 

across the street, will join us again this year.  Contact 

Mary Hand for more details. (381-1172) 
 

AWANA WINDS DOWN FOR 

THE SUMMER WITH THE 

AWANA STORE 

Our Awana ministry is wrapping up their great school year.  

Our ministry has reached more than 20 children this year.  

They have learned dozens of Bible Verses and heard fasci-

nating Biblical Truths explained in ways they could grasp 

and use in their daily lives.  They have raced miles around 

our blessed Children’s Ministry Center in fun games, and 

eaten hundreds of granola bars and cookies,  sang fun and 

worshipful songs, and prayed hundreds of heartfelt 

prayers.  Our children experienced the loving leadership of 

adults, who provide healthy boundaries, build respect, and 

show each child how much God loves them.  The children 

earn Awana Bucks by attending meetings, learning their 

verses, showing a good attitude and helping others. They 

spend their bucks at the Awana Store on our last Sunday 

May 16th.   

We need your help to provide items like Christian 
CD’s, DVD’s, toys, games,  books, candies, crayons, jew-

elry, sports items, small stuffed animals and  “kid stuff” for 

the Awana Store. A drop-off box for Awana will be in the 

sanctuary. 

                                                                            Mary Hand 
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   Please keep the following persons in  

    your daily prayers, asking God to  

    heal, comfort and protect.  
 

Mansell Lancaster     George Narsico     Mareva Foster         

Lynn Layton              Sheryl Sims           Stephen Slaten 

Grace Slaten          Randy May   Jim Lancaster  

   Mary Jo Suraez         Julie Williams        Ellie Pryor  

 
 

  Intercessory Prayer On Saturdayôs 

The dictionary defines intercessory as entreaty in favor of 

another.  We all entreat for others.  We are all interces-

sors, and we all know that there are times and places when 

we cannot and should not try to stand alone.  The Lord 

intended for His children to walk hand in hand; to bear 

one another’s burdens; to have different spiritual gifts in 

the body of Christ; to pray for one another that we might 

lend and blend our faith to make another’s faith more ef-

fective as we approach prayer needs.  The intercessory 

prayer team exists for these purposes mentioned above. 

For some time we have been aware that many issues could 

not be dealt with within constrained time limits and saw 

the need for a more relaxed and flexible time frame. Last 

month, in April, we started opening up each Saturday 

from 9:45-10:45 A.M. to extend the opportunity for any 

prayer needs you may have.  It is not necessary to have an 

appointment. 

One point that is important to address when discussing 

intercessory prayer is the confidentiality issue. We would 

like you to know that we stand before the Lord with the 

responsibility of keeping your expressed prayer needs 

confidential. 

The prayers on Saturday will take place in the Sanctuary 

and the double glass doors at the main entrance will be 

open.  If for any reason the location within the church has 

to be changed, there will be a sign on the door saying 

where in the church it has been moved. 

Rita Barnett 

Pentecost Sunday ï May   23rd 

Pentecost Sunday is celebrated 50 days after Easter and is 

one of the seven principle feast days of the church year.  It 

is the day the Holy Spirit descended upon God’s people 

and our annual reminder of our desperate need for the 

Holy Spirit.  Come celebrate the one who dwells in His 

people! 
 

A Quote From Dr. David Jeremiah 
An old Southern preacher said, “It’s time for our church to 

wake up and sing up, preach up, and pray up, and never 

give up, or let up, or back up, or shut up, until the church is 

filled up, or we go up. Amen”                          Helen Taylor  

Ascension Eve Worship            

Wednesday, May 12th 
Ascension Day, which is 40 days after Easter, is one of the 

seven principal feast days of the church year.  It is the an-

nual remembrance of Jesus’ ascension into heaven, after 

40 days of appearing to his disciples.  This Ascension Eve, 

come for a covered dish supper at 6:30 p.m. and worship 

at 7:15 p.m. to celebrate our risen Lord’s ascension to 

heaven! 

Special Thanks   

¶ To Emma Wong for inviting our Wednesday night 

guest speakers this last year.  Please welcome Tom 

Addcox who will be taking on this uplifting role this 

year. 

¶ To all those who participated in our church work day 

in March.  Your servant-ministry labor has made our 

church building and grounds a blessing to our guests 

and members alike. 

PASSION PLAY PERFORMANCE 

Special recognition and acknowledgement goes to the    

following people who devoted their time and talent to     

deliver an exceptional and spirit-filled performance.   

CHOIR 

Matthew Brewer - Music Director; Doug Connor-Play Director. 

Becky Conner;  Joe Matesich; Mary Beth Matesich; Alexa Tutor;  

Julie Ulander; Ann Satchfield; Cathy Tenpenny; Beth Laquinta; 

Teresa Johnson; Jerry Blackburn. 

 CREW 

Chuck Riggs; & Eddie - Stage Construction (Playhouse 51 - Mil-

lington, TN) 

Keith Snider; Brandon Shirkey; Bill Fisher; Jerry Blackburn   - 

Stage Construction;  

Nathan Evans - Spot Light; Keith Snider - Projectionist;         

Janie Adkins & Brenda Snider - Costumes; 

Chris Birkby - Sound; Charles Birkby – Lights;                                

Ron Kirby; Herb Hand; Peter Kersting  – Construction & Tear 

Down. 

CAST 

Brandon Shirkey – Jesus; Nancy Hoover -  Mary, Mother of Jesus  

Tom Addcox - Gospel Narrator; Elkins Crawford - Second Narra-

tor; Peter - Jerry Blackburn; James - Charles Birkby; John – Mar-

cus;       Judas - Greg Follis; Pilate - Ron Kirby;                                                                   

Chief Priest - Hal Warfield; High Priest - John Evans;  

Guard - Zack Amos; Guard - Pervis Milnor; Centurion -Kevin 

Crocker;  Courtyard Woman - Alexa Tutor; Courtyard Woman - 

Mary Birkby; Barabbas – Marcus; Criminal - Greg  Follis; Crimi-

nal - Eric Emison; Herod - Eric Emison; Simon of Cerene - Larry 

Wilkes; Crowd - Joseph Atem; Crowd - Janie Adkins. 
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                          MAY 
James Blackburn               02 

Danielle Dyess  03  

Kirk Cleveland  05 

Betty Ellard  05    

Kevin Crocker  11   

Julie Bourie  12   

Marianna Jordan  13 

Naomi Murrell  13  

Miriam Warfield  16  

Mike Herbert  17 

BIRTHDAYS 
Matthew Brewer  18   

Henry Booth  25  

Sara Cleveland  28 

Gladys Krausnick  28  

Don Harrison  29  

Mary Forsdick  31 

Mary Hand  31  

Barbara Harmon  31 

   

MAY  ANNIVERSARIES 
 John & Cathy Evans   01 

   Chris & Mary Birkby   08   

   Sam & Susan Murrell   10  

   Dale & Julie Bourie   25 

   Ron & Patty Kirby   30 

   Bill & Lynda Zachry   30 

    

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
Life Choices of Memphis is having a 5K run called 

The Human Race on Saturday May 1.  There will 

also be a short walk around Patriot Lake for non-

runners. To register, Google Life Choices of Mem-

phis.  There is also a team sign-up sheet at church.  

We can wear our Faith Anglican Church shirts and 

make a difference!  
 

Life Choices is a crisis pregnancy center.  They min-

ister in Jesus' name to women and girls who are in the 

darkest time of life. Counseling, pregnancy testing, 

sonograms, and other services are free.  They provide 

a valuable service to our community and to each one 

of us because it give us a place to take a friend or 

relative for help we may not know how to give.  
 

If you have a company, there is a need for corporate 

sponsorships.  These are explained on the web site. 
  

Let us work together in the easiest way possible - sign 

up for the run or walk.  Wear you Faith Anglican shirt 

and enjoy a walk in the park with your friends.  Help 

support this ministry with your donations and prayers. 

Annette Kersting 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION 

BREAKFAST on MAY 23rd  
Celebrate our Sunday school program on May 23rd at 

9:30.  We are so grateful to our faithful teachers and 

parents.  We are devoting that Sunday to recognize 

the achievements of our incredible students and their 

devoted teachers with a special breakfast for them and 

their families. We will have some surprises and spe-

cial treats for everyone.  Parents, grandparents and 

everyone who helped to make this such a good year 

for our children, you are especially invited so that we 

can thank you for your help.  Look for the Breakfast 

sign-up sheet on May 2rd to bring breakfast treats.  

Mary Hand 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Our Summer Sunday School program begins May 30th.  

We try to give people an opportunity to try out teaching 

Sunday School for one or two Sundays during the sum-

mer. So we may be calling on you to volunteer. “Lord, 

Teach Us To Pray” is our theme this summer. Adults, 

teens, and children will all study the Lord’s Prayer in 

their classes. Make this a family event and learn to pray 

together and practice family prayer time through the 

week.  Don’t let your spiritual growth take a vacation 

this summer.  Bring your children and join in the fun. 

Contact Mary Hand (381-1172) or Greg Follis for more 

details.  

Faith Welcomes Lauren Reed  

To Our Nursery 

God has answered our prayer for a 

Christian nursery worker.  Lauren 

Reed will serve our families in the 

nursery.  She comes with high recom-

mendations from her employer, Beth Laquinta.  Lauren has 

daycare experience and is active in her own church with 

the youth on Sunday evenings.  Please welcome her and 

offer her any help.  To make her transition with the chil-

dren easier, parents, please be sure to sign your children in 

at the nursery desk (include your cell number and remem-

ber to set your phone on vibrate) so that she may buzz or 

text you if your child needs you.  Also please make a name 

tag to stick on your child's back shoulder to help Lauren 

learn our children's names and to identify which family 

matches which child.  To make this a wonderful place for 

our little ones, it is important that we have a volunteer to 

help Lauren every week.  If you would be available once a 

month or once every two months, please sign up on the 

volunteer list in the nursery. 

Do you want a Blessing?  Do you love children?  Are you 

12 years or older?  Moms and grandmothers, do you miss 

playing with your little ones?  Try volunteering in the nurs-

ery once a month or once every two months with our new 

nursery worker, Lauren Reed.  Training will be available.  

Sign up in the nursery to reserve your dates. 
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BAPTISMAL DATES 
Baptism is for those adults and older children who have 

made a commitment to Jesus Christ as their Savior and 

Lord.  Baptism is also for infants and younger children of 

parents who intend to raise their children to serve Jesus 

Christ as Savior and Lord.  Those who intend to be bap-

tized need to attend worship regularly.  If you or your 

child is ready for baptism, please plan to be baptized on 

one of the following dates: May 23rd (Pentecost Sunday) 

and August 15th.  If you are interested please contact Fr. 

Herb (755-4848). 
 

Regional Confirmation  Service 

at Faith ï May 23rd at 6:00 PM 

This year our bishop, Philip Jones, will 

be with us at Faith on May 23rd for a 

regional Confirmation service, including 

those from Faith and Grace Church.  Therefore the 

service will be in the evening at 6:00 PM, with recep-

tion following.  Plan to support our Confirmands!  

Plan to come hear from and visit with our bishop! 

 

Anglican School of Ministry 

Summer Courses 

May 15-August15 

 

 

The following courses are offered via teleconfer-

ence: BIB 505 Using Exegetical Tools; BIB 604 

Inspiration, Interpretation, and Theology of the Bi-

ble; THE 605 Moral Theology; MIN 501 Ministry 

of the Deacon; and MIN 603 Pastoral Theology and 

Formation.  Auditing students are welcome.  For 

more information,  please contact Carla Thomasson 

at carla.thomasson@anglicanschoolofministry.org 

or Dr. Mark Quay at 

 mark.quay@anglicanschoolofministry.org, office 

number (501) 801-3410, or visit the school’s web-

site at www.anglicanschoolofministry.org. 
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 Service Times: 

Sunday: 
Holy Eucharist .......................... 8:10/10:30am 

          Sunday School éééééééé..9:30am 

 

Wednesday: 
Covered Dish Supper .............................. 6:30pm 
Adult Bible Study..ééééé..ééééé...7:15pm 

 

 

All articles for The Vine are due in the office the   

second Monday of the month, send to:                  

newsletter@faithanglicanchurch.org 

mailto:carla.thomasson@anglicanschoolofministry.org
mailto:mark.quay@anglicanschoolofministry.org
http://www.anglicanschoolofministry.org

