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Faith E-News

Are you receiving our email
newsletter, Faith E-News?
Faith E-News comes out a
couple times a month with
timely information and re-
minders. If you are not re-
ceiving Faith E-News please
go to our website
(www.faithanglicanchurch.o
rg) today to sign up, or call
the church office
(755-4848).

Throughout the years I’ve given and received
many many Christmas gifts. If you asked
what all I’ve given or received, I’d have a very
hard time remembering. So, what should I
give for Christmas this year? After all, we are
entering the holiday gift buying season.

First it may be helpful to redeem a few terms
that our increasingly secularized God-less
society has redefined:

“Holiday” — A holiday in modern
American society is a day off from
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OUR VISION:

A Christ Centered Com-
munity Growing in Faith.
OUR PURPOSE:

The purpose of Faith An-

glican Church is to pro-
claim the Good News,
make disciples, and serve
our neighbors.

OUR GUIDING
PRINCIPLES:

We equip lay people for
ministry

We provide biblically
centered instruction

We minister to people
where they are

We welcome all God’s
children

We are theologically tra-
ditional

We provide meaningful
worship services

We lead others to Christ.

work, a day to watch the ball game, to
go hunting, to shop. “Holiday”
originally meant holy-day. Holy days
were days to cease from your labors,
to worship and honor the Lord. So
this year instead of buying “holiday”
gifts, buy “holy-day” gifts. This
Christmas try buying gifts that will
remind the recipient of the holy day
we celebrate — Christmas.

“Christmas” — Christmas in modern
American society includes a barrage of
gift giving, the celebration of a rotund
man in a red suit, parties, visiting with
family, and usually a mound of debt.
Originally “Christmas” was the Christ
Mass, a celebration of Holy
Communion in remembrance of Jesus’
Incarnation, the eternal God becoming
man. The first recorded Christ Mass
was celebrated in 1038 AD. This
Christmas, be sure worshipping Jesus

is central to your Christmas
celebrations.
The first Christmas celebrations directly
confronted the pagan winter solstice

celebrations and gave Christians a Christ-filled
alternative to the corrupt ways of this world.
It is time we did the same!

Christmas gift giving is a fairly recent
innovation. I understand that Christmas gift
giving began in the Middle Ages. Initially it

A Christian Christmas

was almost exclusively between those with
legal relationships, such as between a tenant
and Lord. Eventually it became fashionable
for loved ones to send Christmas cards and
exchange Christmas gifts. Almost 800 years
before the Church designated an annual
Christ-mass, St. Nicholas was born (270 AD).
He was a holy man who eventually became a
bishop. St. Nicholas was well known for gift
giving, not Christmas gifts, but gifts to the
poor all throughout the year. St. Nicholas is
“Sinterklaas” in Dutch, which later became
Santa Claus. Unfortunately, today St.
Nicholas is all but forgotten. It is time for
believers to put “Christ” back in their
Christmas. It is time for believers to put
“Saint” back in Nicholas. May our gift
giving remind us of a holy bishop who loved
Jesus. May our gift giving above all remind
us of the greatest gift ever given, Jesus
Christ.

In colonial times the Puritans condemned
Christmas as “trappings of popery.” In 17th
century Boston, Christmas was banned for
several years. Today Nativities are banned in
many cities, literally taking Christ out of
Christmas. Regardless of what the
government does, it is time for those who love
Christ Jesus, to put Christ back in their
Christmas celebrations, to include Christ in
their decorations. This year may our
Christmas celebrations lovingly confront the
materialistic God-less ways of this world.
May our Christmas truly include Christ Jesus!
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Youtlh Crew News

“They’ll know us by the T-Shirts that we wear; they’ll know
us by the way we point and stare at anyone whose sin looks
worse than ours, who cannot hide the scars of this curse that
we all bear.

They’ll know us by our picket lines and signs, they’ll know us
by the pride we hide behind; like anyone on earth is living
right, and isn’t that why Jesus died? Not to make us think that
we’ve arrived.

When love, love, love is what we should be known for;
Love, love, love, it’s the how and it’s the why we live and
breathe and we die....” Derek Webb

During our fall retreat, the theme was Live Love. You would
need to hear the above song to understand how catchy it is, and
definitely how true. We all forget the reason we are here is to
love one another as Christ has loved us. Those words are so
familiar, yet they are strong. Is anyone of us ready to sacrifice
our comfort to help a brother or sister? To give up our desires
and choose Jesus? To truly lay down our life for another?

Random stuff: Victoria got a job! Sarah got accepted to Un-
ion University! Matthew and Michaela made it at All West!
Sarah has early acceptance at both Union and University of
Alabama. The Student Leaders led the whole Sunday Night
Youth Crew on November 1st!

Upcoming Events:

Every Sunday, Youth Crew Phenomenon 5-7:30 at Faith.
Every Wednesday, D-Group at 6:30 at Faith.

Bring a side dish to share on Wednesdays.

December 13th: Caroling to Shut-Ins, then out to Dinner
(Time is 3:30-6:30)

December 20th: Christmas Party at the Hand’s (normal time-
5:00-7:30)
December 23rd:
December 27th:
December 30th:
January 3rd:

YouthQuake

Yes, it’s time to prepare for YouthQuake 2010! This year’s
theme is “Redeemed”, and it promises to be one of the best
times yet. We will leave Faith on Friday, January 15th and re-
turn on Monday, January 18th. We will attend YouthQuake
and make a stop on the way back—place to be determined.

No D-Group (Christmas Holiday)
No Youth Crew (Christmas Holiday)
No D-Group (Christmas Holiday)
No Youth Crew (Christmas Holiday)

The estimated cost for YouthQuake has increased slightly due
to many factors. But you will be able to take part in all of the
events of the weekend for $185. If you have not paid your
deposit of $75 to get your free t-shirt, you will need to pay it
no later than December 15th to reserve your spot!

There are neethased scholarships available for this event
pl ease dondét hesitate to

Check the Faith Anglican website calendar for times and addi-
tional information on these events.

Keep the Faith, Susan Blackburn
I Timothy 4:12

The Playground - Phase I Completed

Praise the Lord! Thanks to so many people who contributed
their time, talents, and offerings to make this possible. Enjoy
the playground, but please follow the safety guidelines: An
adult must be present while children are at play. Children
should use age appropriate equipment. The “Little Tykes” are
intended for children under the age of 8. Treat others as you
would like them to treat you.

CHRISTMASEVEI CHI LDREN
NATIVITY PLAY

Our Christmas play for the children will be at the 5:00 service
on Christmas Eve. We would love to have all the children
have a part. A sign-up sheet will be available in the Narthex.
This year’s play is simple, easy, and fun. The children search

the “first edition” of the familiar story in The Night before

Christmasto discover the true meaning of Christmas. We have
parts for children and teens to read, act, and sing carols. The
main rehearsal will be on Saturday December 19" from 2-4,
with a Pizza Party immediately following and another
rehearsal on Sunday immediately following the 10:30 service.
Please let Mary Hand know if you would like to help with di-
rections, costumes, props, stage decorations, or serving lunch.
We have such fun each year sharing the story of the birth of
our Savior through the eyes of our children.

St. Nicholas is Coming!

A Party for St. Nicholas: Dec. 6™ at
5:00 until 6:30
For All Children of All Ages

Come along with our Awana Club and
, meet St. Nicholas. Learn how he came to
/' love Jesus and share the gift of Christ’s
— love with others. You too can share in St.
Nick’s ministry by bringing a small gift, book, or warm
hat/gloves for a child in need. Make a special decoration
for your tree or share with others. Enjoy snacks and
games, maybe even a photo—opportunity with St. Nicho-
las. Bring your friends and neighbors, children and
grandchildren. Let’s keep Christ the center of our
Christmas and find the real meaning for Christmas.

ANGEL TREE

The Holidays are upon us... This is a great time to reflect on
all our many blessings and pass them along to those who are
less fortunate. In the past our church family has been so kind
and giving to the angels on our Angel Tree that we have
ed to have ain this Gar. It ﬁvl be u

nday, hygvember 29, ZHO§ and filléd 'wi many &rlstmas
hopes and wishes. We invite everyone to stop by and pick an
angel off the tree. Keep the angel and attach it to the
wrapped gift. We will need these gifts at the church by
Sunday morning, December 13th.
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Please keep the following persons in
your daily prayers, asking God to
heal, comfort and protect.

George Narsico Jan Butcher

Lynn Layton Lou Plummer

Nancy Addcox Rachel Hynerman

Randy May Noland Pipes

Celeste McCullar Marjorie Ellard Bobbie Harmon

John McDaniels  Bob Barnett The Fox Family (Margo)

Sam Murrell
Ordained Ministry

Sam Murrell likes to use geographi-
cal metaphors when describing his
spiritual journey. He says, “I was
saved on Azusa Street (the Charis-
matic/Pentecostal Movement), trained and discipled
in Geneva (Reformed Presbyterianism), and now God
has called me to Canterbury (Anglicanism).” In 1998
Sam was ordained to the priesthood in what we An-
glicans call the “apostolic succession.”  He was
called to serve as Associate Rector of a new church
which was affiliated with the Communion of Evan-
gelical Episcopal Churches (CEEC) in Melbourne,
FL. Unfortunately, the church did not survive the
year, so he went back to ministering in the Presbyte-
rian Church in America, but he continued to “read
himself Anglican™, as he likes to say. On the first
Sunday of Advent 2008 the Lord made it clear where
He wanted Sam to serve His church, the Anglican
Mission in the Americas (AMiA). He came in think-
ing he would need to be ordained, but the AMiA has
since verified his ordination in the CEEC. Sam is
currently in the process of being received as a priest
by the AMiA, but is currently licensed to minister by
AMIiA Bishop Philip Jones. Sam is prayerfully seek-
ing God for wisdom regarding what his next move in
ministry should be. Keep Sam and his family in your
prayers. Sam and his wife Susan have been married
for twenty eight years. They have eleven children,
four of whom are still at home: Catherine, Abigail,
Naomi and Anna.

Inez Waterman — Guest Speaker

biayer s

Mansell Lancaster
Mareva Foster
Omar Cauby, Sr.
Everett Blackburn

Inez Waterman will share her story of God’s Grace
through a difficult time, illustrating how God uses His
people to love and care for one another. Peter and An-
nette Kersting, Nancy Hoover, and Mary Hand will talk
about how God gives the loving desire to help and how
God’s plan unfolds in ways we could not predict. This
message should encourage both those searching for
hope in God and those who God calls to minister to the
needs of others. Join us Dec. 16th at 6:30 for Covered
Dish and 7:15 to here Inez speak.

Winter

Conferehée
2010

Anglican Mission

This year the Anglican Mission celebrates 10 years as
a missionary movement committed to fulfilling the
r GppaeCymmajlquznt and Great Commission through
church planting. It has been a journey of faith and fa-
vor as God has prepared our way. As we rejoice in our
past and all God has done, we focus on the future with
tremendous anticipation. The road stretches out before
us with new challenges and uncharted territory as we
seek to proclaim Christ’s presence and love. He is call-
ing us to build up the highway through Kingdom minis-
try—remember, everybody has a mission in life and a
role to play in building up the highway. Come experi-
ence:
e Challenging and inspirational teaching, including
daily Bible studies offered by acclaimed teacher,
Dr. J. 1. Packer
e Practical workshops designed to equip and enrich
your mission and ministry
e Encouraging fellowship
e Rich worship daily led by Andy Piercy and a team
from around the Mission
e “Kingdom Ministry” Worship Service with Bishop
Todd Hunter

® (Connecting—capture the entrepreneurial spirit of
the Anglican Mission as we gather once again to
celebrate our life together.
Deadline for early registration savings is December 20,
2009 at www.theamia.org/winter/2010info.

Christmas Eve Offering 2009

It is traditional at our church to use the offerings from
the Christmas Eve services for the building. This year
these offerings will be used to retire building debt.
Spending on the building, land, and furnishings to date
total $1,966,765 or about $11,500 for each person at-
tending on an average Sunday. We owe $824,817 or
about 42% of the total at an (6.25%) interest cost of

of $4,296 per month. From the peak of $977,000

15 months ago we have paid approximately $150,000
or $10,000 per month to reduce principle. Many of you
have paid your building pledges or will finish paying
your pledge shortly. Your contributions to reducing this
debt will reduce interest charges providing more money
for ministry and mission.



http://www.theamia.org/winter/2010info

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Using the Book of Common Prayer
Workshop i December 2™

The Book of Common Prayer is a rich resource for growing
closer to Jesus. Each Sunday our worship service comes from
the Book of Common Prayer. But did you know that the
Book of Common Prayer also includes other services appro-
priate for individuals and small groups, daily Bible readings,
and prayers for many occasions? On Wednesday night, De-
cember 2™, we will have a workshop to teach you how to use
this great treasure. Come and discover the depths of the An-
glican way! Hardback copies of the Book of Common Prayer
will be available for $14.00. Workshop at 7:15 PM. Covered
dish supper at 6:30 PM.

DRAMA TEAM
ACTORS & ACTRESSES

The drama ministry at Faith Anglican is for all ages. We
are seeking to expand our pool of Actors & Actresses
who wish to be part of our numerous productions and worship
skits throughout the year. Productions include Children's
Christmas Pageants, Palm Sunday Passion Play, Holy Week
presentations, Youth programs, VBS, Christmas Plays, and
monthly sermon skits. Drama is occasionally used in the
worship service to illustrate and enhance the sermon message
for the glory of God. Please contact the office or Doug Con-
ner, if you or a member of your family would like to be in-
cluded in this important ministry to our church.

Doug Conner

Bapti st
Baptist Memorial Hospital

“Not everyone can do everything, but everyone can do some-
thing.” We have something you can do! You can help by col-
lecting toiletry items (small & large) and other items to be dis-
tributed to patients as needed throughout the year. Suggested
items will be listed on the bulletin board in the hall. You can
bring the items to Janie Adkins or Chris Shields for delivery.

Our Rich World-Wide Anglican
Worship Heritage

As a growing world-wide church, God is worshipped in
almost every culture, language, and race. As the third
largest Christian body in the world, Anglican worship is
indeed world-wide. All Anglicans worship using the
Book of Common Prayer. Our first one was authored in
1549 by Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer.
Over the past five centuries the Book of Common Prayer
(often called the Prayer Book) has stayed remarkably
consistent, yet has been adapted to the common lan-
guage of the day and the local culture. In America our
most recent Prayer Books have been the Episcopal 1892,
1928, and 1979 books of Common Prayer. Over the past
several years, we only used Eucharistic Prayers A, B,
and C of the 1979 Episcopal Prayer Book. In June and
November we introduced the Anglican Eucharistic
Prayers from Southeast Asia, which were well received
and found to powerfully draw us into the presence of
God. During this Advent season, we will introduce the
Anglican Eucharistic Prayers from Kenya. Here’s a
peek. The final blessing in the Kenyan Prayer Book
goes like this:

“Christ the Son of Righteousness shine upon
you and scatter the darkness from before your
path; and the blessing of God Almighty, Fa-
her, Son and Holy Spirit, be among you, and
A u;egaiﬁ @iﬂﬁ yoluéal?vzvaysl. Amen. o
We will continue to primarily use Eucharistic prayers A,
B, and C from the American Prayer Book, but look for-
ward to experiencing the rich heritage or our Anglican
Tradition through the Church Year.

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS
Kimberly Hightower 01  Andy Kang
Benjamin Hurst 02  Dale Bourie
Stella Ely 04  Karen Bowlin
Dave Parham 09  Sheri Emison
Chris Hudson 11 Krista Dyess
Karl Badgett 12 Bill Fones
Noah Emison 12 Janet Grant
Bill Douglas 13 Dave Glover
Chris Tutor 13 Beth Laquinta
Peggy Tribble 14 Sherry Wilkes
Walter Kemp 15  Carye Herbert

Fr. Herb
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
16
18 William & Ramona Hunt 24
18 John & Minette Dyess 26
18 Elkins & Martha Crawford 27
19
19
26
29
29
29
30
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Service Times:

Sunday:
Holy Eucharist .....cccocoevevererenenes 8:10/10:30am
Sunday School

Wednesday:
Covered Dish Supper.......cceceveevererevenenes 6:30pm

Adult Bible Study..
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All articles for The Vine are due in the office the

second Mondayf the month, send to:
newsletter@faithanglicanchurch.org
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15pm

Christmas Eve Communion

Come celebrate the miracle of miracles — God come
to earth — the Incarnation, the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ! Come worship Jesus as we sing those pow-
erful Christmas carols! Come with your family and
friends! Come celebrate Christmas (literally the
Christ-mass).

Make Christ the center of your Christmas.

5:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant and
Holy Communion
10:30 p.m Christmas Message and

Holy Communion

Lessons and Carols

On the Sunday morning following Christmas,
December 27th, we will enjoy our annual Lessons
and Carols services with Holy Communion.
“Lessons and Carols” is a powerful service which
includes a series of Bible readings and the Carols
we love, telling the full story of the Incarnation of
Jesus Christ. Come reflect on the true reason for
the season — the 12 day season of Christmas.

PREPARE For Mat
ARESCUEDO

Do you feel like you're drowning or overwhelmed?
Do you dread Christmas because it's just one more
task that you have to get through? Do you need to
be rescued? If so, then circle your calendars for
December 11th and 12th at 7:00P.M. Tickets are
$5.00 and children 10 and under free.

"Rescued" is an original musical drama written by
Matthew Brewer that reminds us of the true meaning
of Christmas. In the play, Malachi, the protagonist,
has become embittered with life in general and
Christmas in particular. He doesn't need people and
he especially doesn't need God. Is he so lost that he
can't be rescued?

THE EVENING WILL INCLUDE MUSIC, DRAMA,
AND DESSERT. THIS IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO
INVITE FAMILY AND FRIENDS AND HELP US ALL
BEGIN OUR CHRISTMAS SEASON.

Nancy Addcox
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