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          THE VINE       

Did you ever notice who Jesus called among 

his 12 apostles?  Not the best and the 

brightest.  Not the powerful and well 

connected.  Not the theological geniuses of 

the day.  He picked not one Pharisee, 

Sadducee, temple priest, or scribe.  He 

picked imperfect people: uneducated 

fishermen, a tax collector (an extortionist 

and traitor to the Jewish people), a zealot (in 

today‘s lingo, a terrorist), a man who was 

influenced by Satan (Jesus had to say to him, 

―Get behind me Satan.‖), two loudmouths, 

the ―sons of thunder,‖ and one who had 

serious doubts! 
 

Why did Jesus pick this rag tag group of 

misfits? Why not get 

the cream of the crop, 

the best educated, the 

best mannered, the 

most  inf luent ial?  

Possibly to give you 

and me hope, that if He 

could take those unqualified misfits and 

transform them in spite of their deficiencies, 

today He can and will transform and use you 

and me, if we will follow Him. 
 

In a recent Leadership magazine article 

Pastor Mark Labberton tells of a woman 

coming into his office to berate him.  Upon 

reflection, he said, ―She was expansive in 

the adjectives she used to describe my 

deficiencies.‖  He said, ―I recognized some 

truth in what she said.‖  Labberton went on 

to say, ―By grace, I realized there was 

another logic worth considering.  It says, 

‗You are not who you should be, and God 

wants to use you anyway.‘‖ 
 

Labberton concludes by saying, ―My life 

swings between voices calling ‗failure‘ and 

‗fraud.‘  The key is not listening to either.  

I‘m not as bad as my critics accuse me of 

being, but I‘m not as good as I‘ve led some 

to believe.   Rather there, in the truth or 

somewhere in between, is where we hear the 

voice of God.  He still says to me, and to 

everyone called to follow Jesus, ‗I want you 

and I will use you.‘‖ 
 

As God‘s Word reminds us, ―But we have 

this treasure in jars of clay to show that this 

all-surpassing power is from God and not 

from us‖ (2 Corinthians 4:7).  You and I are 

like ―jars of clay,‖ not jars of gold or silver.  

Not only that, but all of us have been 

damaged at one time or another, making us 

not necessarily ―crackpots,‖ but definitely 

cracked-pots. In today‘s terms, we are like 

cracked plastic cups.  Why does God choose 

to use plastic cups 

instead of fine crystal?  

―To show that this all-

surpassing power is from 

God and not from us‖!  

God uses imperfect 

people like you or me so 

that He will get the credit, the glory. 
 

After Peter and John had been empowered 

with the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost 

they spoke before the Sanhedrin.  ―When 

they saw the courage of Peter and John and 

realized that they were unschooled, ordinary 

men, they were astonished and they took note 

that these men had been with Jesus‖ (Acts 

4:13).  Why does God use imperfect fractured 

people like you and me?  So that others will 

take note that you and I have been with Jesus, 

that they will see that the treasure within us is 

Jesus.  In your imperfection, let the Master 

potter, shape you and use you! 

 

 

 

 

Faith E-News 
Are you receiving our email 

newsletter, Faith E-News?  

Faith E-News comes out a 

couple times a month with 

timely information and re-

minders.  If you are not re-

ceiving Faith E-News please 

go to our website 

(www.faithanglicanchurch.o

rg) today to sign up, or  call 

the church office  

          (755-4848). 
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OUR VISION:           
A Christ Centered Com-

munity Growing in Faith. 
 

OUR PURPOSE:   
The purpose of Faith An-

glican Church is to pro-

claim the Good News, 

make disciples, and serve 

our neighbors. 
 

OUR GUIDING 

PRINCIPLES: 
We equip lay people for 

ministry 

We provide biblically 

centered instruction 

We minister to people 

where they are 

We welcome all God‘s 

children 

We are theologically tra-

ditional 

We provide meaningful 

worship services 

We lead others to Christ. 

  Sept. 2009 

God Wants to Use You Anyway 

“You are not who you 

should be, [could be, ought 

to be,] and God wants to 

use you anyway.” 
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Waiting:  Something most of us aren‘t really used to 

anymore.  Instant gratification:  Something we are used 

to.  No longer must we wait for letters in the mail box, 

they are called ―snail mail.‖  Instead, we e-mail or (even 

faster) we text.  We don‘t have to sit down at a restaurant 

and wait to be served; we have what we call ―fast food.‖  

We don‘t even have to wait for water to boil so we can 

make macaroni & cheese or rice.  We have Easy Mac 

and 90 second rice, duh!  So what happens when God 

makes us wait?  We wonder if He even hears us at all.  

But, as I‘ve been learning, patience is a very important 

thing to have.  I‘ve been reading a book called Passion 

& Purity by Elisabeth Elliot, the wife of missionary Jim 

Elliot, who was killed by the Indians to whom he was 

ministering in the jungles of Ecuador.  In it, she dis-

cusses the importance of waiting on God.  She says this: 

―I do know that waiting on God requires the willingness 

to bear uncertainty, to carry within oneself the unan-

swered question, lifting the heart to God about it when-

ever it intrudes upon one‘s thoughts.  It is easy to talk 

oneself into a decision that has no permanence – easier 

sometimes than to wait patiently.‖  This is something we 

all must learn to do if we are to follow God‘s path for 

our life.  We have to wait.  And while we are waiting, we 

need to be patient and silent, listening intently for God‘s 

direction.  Psalm 46:10 tells us to ―Be still and know that 

I am God.‖  If God is speaking to you right now, be still 

and listen to Him.  If He isn‘t, wait on Him.  He will.     

Sarah Blackburn, Youth Crew Student Leader 
 

Upcoming Events: 

We are co-hosting Jonathan Hansen and Union 

Avenue Band for a one day Youth Quake to be held 

at Advent Presbyterian on Germantown Parkway on 

Saturday, September 26th.  Come and join students 

from other local youth groups to share in this excit-

ing ministry time.  Cost is a minimal $10 per student 

and covers dinner. 

September 6th:    Adventure Night at Incredible 

                                   Pizza!!   5pm to 8:30pm. 

Sept. 17th-18th :    Setup and pricing for annual Faith  

                                    Yard Sale!!  3:00-until. 

September 19th:   Faith Yard Sale from 6am-?? at the 

                                    Hand‘s.  

September 26th:  Convergence! at Advent Presbyte- 

                                    rian Church on Germantown Pkwy. 

Check the Faith Anglican website calendar for times and 

additional information on these events!   
 In Christ Alone, Susan Blackburn;   

  I Timothy 4:12 

 

 

 
 

We nurture our gardens with water, fertilizer and weed-

ing.  We prune carefully in season to promote healthy 

growth.  How much more can we and should we do, to 

promote the healthy spiritual growth of our children?   

Statistics are pretty overwhelming that children whose 

lives are rooted in Christ in their formative years con-

tinue in the faith as adults.  If you are looking for a pro-

gram to help grow those roots in your child, bring them 

to AWANA this year.  AWANA is a program for chil-

dren ages two through 5th grade which promotes spiri-

tual growth through Bible verse memorization, Bible 

study and lots of fun.  Join us Sundays from 5:00-6:45 

beginning September 13th.  If you are an adult interested 

in volunteering, we are holding an AWANA orientation 

meeting Sunday August 30th from 4-6 pm.  Contact 

Mary Hand at 381-1172 for more information. 

 

Faith’s Building A Playground 

Coming soon!  A playground and you 

have an opportunity to invest in the 

children at Faith.  The playground  

will be an attractive eye-catching fea-

ture that will be inviting to our 

neighbors demonstrating that we care 

about our children and it will be fun.  We will build in 

three phases as the funds come in. 

Phase I – Perimeter fencing and Seating with bench,  

                picnic table, and porch swing  – Approximately 

                $10,600. 

Phase II - Surfacing and play area for 5-12 years olds 

                 App. $17,100. 

Phase III - Surfacing and play area for Toddlers - App. 

                   $ 10,250. 
 

Please send your donation or pledge by September 13th. 

Our children will enjoy this next stage of growing up 

with ―Faith.‖  Thank you for your support of the chil-

dren‘s ministry. 

                                                                    Mary Hand 
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 Please keep the following persons in  

      your daily prayers, asking God to  

      heal, comfort and protect.  

 Mansell Lancaster   George Narsico     Jan Butcher 

 Ruby Stephenson   Karen Nichols       Mareva Foster 

 Betty Cauby                Roy Marvin         Don Marvin 

 Don Harrison   
  

Thank You 

Diane and Ken Pfohl wish to thank everyone for their 

kind expressions of sympathy, love, prayers, and sup-

port during the loss of her mother, Esther Fouts.  The 

food from the Daughters of the King and the Celebra-

tion Teams was much appreciated during this time.  

Our mother suffered for many years, but is now in per-

fect joy.  Jesus said, ñI am the resurrection and the 

life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he 

dies.ò    John 11:25  God‘s plans for all of us are glori-

ous!    Thank you  again, The Pfohl and Fouts families. 

 

Special Thanks: 

To Emma Wong for agreeing to coordinate our 

Wednesday night guest speakers. 

To Bob Bostick for agreeing to chair our Fall Stew-

ardship campaign. 

To all those who helped Inez with her housing tran-

sition. 

The Consequences of Refusing a Pardon 

In 1830, George Wilson was tried by the U.S. court in 

Philadelphia for robbery and murder and was sentenced 

to hang.  Andrew Jackson, President of the United 

States, granted him a presidential pardon.  But Wilson 

refused the pardon, insisting that it was not a pardon 

unless he accepted it.  The question was brought before 

the U.S. Supreme Court, and Chief Justice John Mar-

shall wrote the following decision: "A pardon is a paper, 

the value of which depends upon its acceptance by the 

person implicated.  It's hardly to be supposed that one 

under sentence of death would refuse to accept a pardon, 

but if it is refused, it is no pardon.  George Wilson must 

hang. "  And he was hanged. 

In a similar way, we must receive the pardon that Jesus 

offers to us-the forgiveness of our sins-as an act of our 

will.   Otherwise, we are not pardoned. 

(Practical Christian Living, 21)   

 

The Countrywood Yard Sale News 

Be ready for the Yard Sale at Countrywood, Saturday, 

September 19th.   Start bringing your items to Herb and 

Mary‘s on Thursday.  Workers will be (desperately) 

needed for Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday for this event!!  COME 

ALL!!!  All proceeds benefit the 

Standing Rock mission trip to be 

held in the summer of 2010. 

 

Fear and Faith 

―Fear imprisons, faith liberates; 

Fear paralyzes, faith empowers; 

Fear disheartens, faith encourages; 

Fear sickens, faith heals; 

Fear makes useless, faith makes 

serviceable; 

And, most of all, fear puts 

hopelessness at the heart of all, 

While faith rejoices in its God.‖ 

—Harry Emerson Fosdick 

via Apple Seeds 

 

Out of the mouths of God’s kids 

―My five-year-old daughter, Amelia, 

and I were waiting for her school bus. 

She told me she was going to show her 

stuffed flamingo to her ‗new bestest 

friend, Meagan.‘ 

―I asked her what happened with her ‗old bestest friend,‘ 

and she replied, ‗Tina was mean to me. Tina and John are 

my meanest bestest friends.‘ 

―What a concept to have a mean best friend!  If that isn‘t 

loving your enemies, I don‘t know what is.‖ 

—Mark E. Honstein, Chaplain 

Lutheran Good Samaritan Society 

Loveland, CO 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Monday Night Ladies’ Bible 

Study 
The Monday night ladies‘ Bible study will have 

its first meeting on September 14th at 7:00 p.m. 

at the home of Bill and Sudy Fisher, 8824 Ea-

tonwick Drive, Cordova, 38016.  We will be doing Beth 

Moore‘s study Esther, Itôs Tough Being a Woman. Join us 

for fellowship and study as Beth leads us through this 

great story of threat and deliverance and shows us how 

applicable the story of Esther is to us.  

There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex.  Please sign 

up so that we know how many books to purchase.  The 

cost of the book is $14.95. 
 

Men’s 2009 Retreat 

Faith‘s 2009 Men‘s Retreat is September 25th and 26th at 

Lance Forsdick‘s Mississippi retreat near Oxford, MS.  

Make plans now to join this  ―Band of Brothers-in-

Christ.ò John Smid, Executive 

Director of Grace Rivers, will be 

our guest speaker. 

Your cost of $30 includes great 

meals, good entertainment, an 

engaging speaker, and a Christ 

centered Band of Brothers.  You will receive a brochure 

with registration form in the mail (it may already be 

there).  It contains info on what to bring, a menu, an 

agenda, bullet points for the topic, and directions to the 

farm. 

To carpool from Faith Anglican on Friday at 5:00pm, 

contact Doug at 757-7757. 

Called to the Quiet: A Retreat 

for Prayer and Meditation 

Saturday, September 12th, 9-Noon at          

Faith Anglican Church 

Our world is so hectic, so noisy, so many demands, so 

many voices pulling us this way and that.... God calls us 

to the quiet, a time of prayer, meditation, reflection, and 

learning to hear from God.  On September 12th at our 

Called to the Quiet retreat, we will begin with Morning 

Prayer, have a time of directed prayer, meditation, and 

reflection, and conclude with Noon Day Prayers.  Bring 

your Bible and something to write on.  If you would like 

to walk the grounds for a portion of your personal time of 

prayer and meditation, you will want to dress for the 

weather. 
 

Wednesday Night, September 9th 

Speaker is Emma Wong 

Join us Wednesday night, September 9th, as our own 

Emma Wong describes the details of her upcoming mis-

sion trip to Nairobi, Kenya, where she will work as a ca-

pacity builder to assist with the expansion of the Kijabe 

Hospital.  She will share with us how God led her to be-

come involved in this project and how we may prayerfully 

support her. 
 

Emma‘s enthusiasm, adventurous spirit, 

and heart for serving God will be a bless-

ing and an inspiration.  Come at 6:30 

P.M. for a covered dish dinner.  Emma‘s 

talk will begin at 7:15 P.M. 
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New to Faith? Come to the Discovering 

Faith Workshop 

Discovering Faith is a two part workshop designed to help 

you grow in your relationship with Christ and find out how 

you can become a part of this dynamic and growing com-

munity of faith.  You will also get to know our pastor and 

others who are new to Faith, and learn about membership. 

This workshop is offered two or three times a year.  If you 

are new to Faith, we would love for you to attend our next 

Discovering Faith workshop.  The first part is on Sunday, 

September 27th, from 4:00 to 7:30 p.m. in the home of our 

pastor and his wife, Herb and Mary Hand at 8293 Montego 

Place North, Cordova.  Dinner is included and childcare is 

available upon advanced request.  Sign-up is easy, you can 

call the Hands at 381-1172 or e-mailing Herb at 

herbhand@faithanglicanchurch.org. The second part is 

held one week later at the same location on Sunday, Octo-

ber 11th, from 4:00 to 7:30 p.m.  Attending the workshop 

does not require a commitment to join, but will give you 

the opportunity to learn more about Faith and meet some 

wonderful people.  At the first meeting we will explore 

Faith Anglican‘s history, an overview of the Anglican 

Communion and the Anglican Mission in America, our 

parish vision, purpose and core values, and God‘s gift of 

salvation.  At the second meeting we will explore the im-

portance of Holy Scripture, the basics of Anglican wor-

ship, and the ministries of Faith Anglican Church. 

CONVERGENCE IN MEMPHIS SEPT. 

26TH AT ADVENT PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH (3:00 TO 8:00) 
 

WHAT IS IT? 

Convergence is a one-day, regional youth event. This event 

will include high-energy worship, passionate preaching, 

meaningful breakout groups, good food, new friends, hilari-

ous games, and above all: AN ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS 

CHRIST THAT WILL BRING A RADICAL TRANSFOR-

MATION IN YOUR LIFE! 

WHAT IS IT ABOUT? 
It's about your life! Your purpose on this planet!  Conver-

gence is about empowering a generation to walk in every-

thing that God has dreamed for their lives. 

WHERE IS IT? 
There will be multiple Convergence conferences this sum-

mer and fall.  As of right now, we will be hosting Conver-

gence in Shreveport, Jacksonville, Memphis, Atlanta, and 

Sarasota.  Be sure to check out the website for more exact 

locations and details for each event. 

WHAT DO I NEED TO BRING? 

A Bible, a notebook, a pen, and an open heart.  

 

NONPROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S.POSTAGE PAID 

CORDOVA, TN 

PERMIT NO. 308 

Address service requested. 

 

9555 Walnut Grove Road 

Cordova, TN  38018 

901-755-4848 

www.faithanglicanchurch.org 
 

                          

 

 Service Times: 

Sunday: 
Holy Eucharist .......................... 8:10/10:30am 

          Sunday School éééééééé..9:30am 

 

Wednesday: 
Covered Dish Supper .............................. 6:30pm 
Adult Bible Study..ééééé..ééééé...7:15pm 

 

All articles for The Vine are due in the office the   

second Monday of the month, send to:                  

newsletter@faithanglicanchurch.org 


