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            THE VINE       

What a joy to be a Christian! To be born 

again by the gift of God through the 

crucified, resurrected and ascended Jesus!  To 

be filled with the Holy Spirit, the gift Jesus 

sent on Pentecost!  Unlike ancient Judaism, 

which was dependent upon temple worship in 

Jerusalem, Jesus has commanded us to be 

witnesses ―to the ends of the earth‖ (Acts 

1:8).  Temple sacrifices are no longer needed, 

for Jesus is ―the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world‖ (John 1:29); ―He 

is the atoning sacrifice for our sins.‖ (1 John 

2:2). 

As a growing world-wide church, God is 

worshipped in almost every culture, 

language, and race. As the third largest 

Christian body in the world, Anglican 

worship is indeed world-wide.  All Anglicans 

worship using the Book of Common Prayer.  

Our first one was authored in 1549 by 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer.  

Over the past five centuries the Book of 

Common Prayer (often called the Prayer 

Book) has stayed remarkably consistent, yet 

has been adapted to the common language of 

the day and the local culture.  In America our 

most recent Prayer Books have been the 

Episcopal 1892, 1928, and 1979 books of 

Common Prayer.  Over the past several years, 

we only used Eucharistic Prayers A, B, and C 

of the 1979 Episcopal Prayer Book. 

During my sabbatical and over the past 

several months I have had the blessed 

opportunity to review several of the newer 

English language Prayer Books from around 

the world – an amazingly rich offering of 

liturgy and prayer.  The two which are most 

similar to the American Prayer Book, but 

offer unique and powerful ways of praying 

are the Southeast Asia Prayer Book and the 

Kenyan Prayer Book.  

I have not only studied these liturgical 

prayers, but also prayed them many times at 

our bishop’s church in Little Rock and at 

Anglican Mission Winter conferences.  Both 

are widely accepted, used, and loved 

throughout the Anglican Mission.  Here’s a 

peek.  The final blessing in the Kenyan 

Prayer Book goes like this: 

―Christ the Son of Righteousness shine 

upon you and scatter the darkness from 

before your path; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be 

among you, and remain with you always.  

Amen.‖ 

The Southeast Asia Post Communion prayer 

begins with these words: 

―Father of all, we give you thanks and 

praise, that when we were still far off you 

met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of 

glory…‖ 

We will continue to primarily use Eucharistic 

prayers A, B, and C from the American Prayer 

Book, but look forward to experiencing the 

rich heritage of our Anglican Tradition this 

Pentecost through the use of the Southeast 

Asia Prayer Book prayers, and this Advent 

through the Kenyan Prayer Book prayers. In 

the next few weeks samples of these prayers 

should be available in the narthex, and I 

welcome your feedback.  May our praise to 

Almighty God be lifted with one voice with 

our Anglican brothers and sisters throughout 

the world! 

Faith E-News 
Are you receiving our email 

newsletter, Faith E-News?  

Faith E-News comes out a 

couple times a month with 

timely information and re-

minders.  If you are not 

receiving Faith E-News 

please go to our website 

(www.faithanglicanchurch.

org) today to sign up, or  

call the church office:  

          (755-4848). 
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OUR VISION:           
A Christ Centered Com-

munity Growing in Faith. 
 

OUR PURPOSE:   
The purpose of Faith An-

glican Church is to pro-

claim the Good News, 

make disciples, and serve 

our neighbors. 
 

OUR GUIDING 

PRINCIPLES: 
We equip lay people for 

ministry 

We provide biblically 

centered instruction 

We minister to people 

where they are 

We welcome all God’s 

children 

We are theologically tra-

ditional 

We provide meaningful 

worship services 

We lead others to Christ. 

 

May   2009 

Our Rich World-Wide Anglican Worship Heritage 

Regional Confirmation Service at Faith – May 17th, 6:00 PM 

This year our bishop, Philip Jones, will be with us at Faith on May 17th for a re-

gional Confirmation service, including those from Faith, Trinity in the Fields, and 

Grace Church.  Therefore the service will be in the evening at 6:00 PM, with recep-

tion following.  Plan to support our 10 Confirmands!  Plan to come hear from and 

visit with our bishop! 
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Worship is always on my mind.  True, real worship of our magnifi-

cent God—what is it?  What does it mean and how do we partici-

pate in it?  “I asked one of our Youth Crew leaders, Matthew 

Brewer, and here is what he had to say”  

―What is worship?  In today's society, we often have a skewed view 

of worship.  Oftentimes we worship and idolize musicians, actors, 

and sports heroes.  What we forget is that there is only and has only 

ever been One that is worthy of worship, and that is Jesus Christ.  

He deserves all of our worship and all of our praise.  If we are giv-

ing him the honor that is due Him, then there will be no worship left 

for anyone else. 

Even in the Church world, there is often a skewed view of worship.  

Many times it is easy to get caught up in the moment or the circum-

stances, and we begin to idolize the musicians that are leading the 

worship.  One reason that this happens is because there are many 

bands out there that play Christian music because it was an easy 

way to get into the business.  They are performers rather than Christ 

honoring worship enhancers.  It is often hard to decipher between 

true worship and false worship. 

Worship is just a conversation with the Creator of the universe.  

Worship can be loud and boisterous, and at other times it can be 

very quiet and contemplative.  As young people, we have to be care-

ful that our worship is not determined by the band, the tempo, and 

the beat, but rather the Person that has called us to worship.  There 

is nothing that God desires more than to hear the praise of His peo-

ple. 

Do you remember the excitement at Youth Quake?  Do you remem-

ber the feelings that were in your heart as we worshipped the Lord 

together?  That same feeling can be with us each and every time we 

meet.  It does not require a band, it does not require a catchy tune, 

and it does not require an upbeat atmosphere.  It simply requires our 

heart.  If our hearts are tuned into God and we are focused on Him, 

then worship begins simply with our hearts saying, Jesus, we love 

You.‖                                 Susan Blackburn  

May Calendar 

This is our last month of regular gatherings!  It’s hard to believe the 

year is almost over.  We will continue to meet a few times during 

the summer.  I will send out a calendar as soon as possible. 

Sunday School 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION 

BREAKFAST on MAY 17th 

Celebrate our Sunday school program on May 17th at 9:30.  We 

are so grateful to our faithful teachers:  

Jennifer and Bob Bostick ((Mr. and Mrs. B) share their gift of 

Bible storytelling with the K-2nd Grades, 

Mrs. Vonda Milner creatively teaches God’s Word to the 3rd-5th 

Graders, 

Dr. Jill Amos uses relevant situations to guide our Jr. High into a 

Biblical world view.   

Erich Emison and Susan Blackburn lead the Sr. High in godly 

discussions and Bible Study. 

We have a lot to celebrate this year and we are devoting May 17th to 

recognize the achievements of our incredible students and their de-

voted teachers with a special breakfast for them and their families. 

We will have some surprises and special treats for everyone.  Parents, 

here is your opportunity to thank your children’s teachers.  Look for 

the Breakfast sign-up sheet on May 3rd to bring breakfast treats.  
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

GOD’S TOP TEN  
Our Summer Sunday School program begins May 31st.  As in years 

past, we try to give people an opportunity to try out teaching Sunday 

School for one or two Sundays during the summer which gives the 

regular teachers a little break.  So we may be calling on you to volun-

teer.  It is important for everyone to know God’s commandments and 

the freedom they bring in our lives today.  The children will have 

games, puzzles and a video to teach us God’s Ways.  Every Sunday 

will touch on a new commandment and how we can live it out in to-

day’s world.  Don’t let our spiritual growth take a vacation this sum-

mer.  Bring your children and join in the fun.  Contact Mary Hand for 

more details at (381-1172). 
  

AWANA WINDS DOWN     

FOR THE SUMMER WITH 

THE AWANA STORE 
Our Awana ministry is wrapping up their great school year.  Our 

ministry has reached about 20 different children this year.  They have 

learned dozens of Bible Verses and heard fascinating Biblical Truths 

explained in ways they could grasp and use in their daily lives.  They 

have raced miles around our blessed Children’s Ministry Center in 

fun games, and eaten hundreds of granola bars and cookies,  sang fun 

and worshipful songs, and prayed hundreds of heartfelt prayers.  Our 

children experienced the loving leadership of adults, who provide 

healthy boundaries, build respect, and show each child how much 

God loves them.  The children earn Awana Bucks by attending meet-

ings, learning their verses, showing a good attitude and helping oth-

ers.  They spend their bucks at the Awana Store on our last Sunday 

May 17th.   

We need your help to provide items like Christian CD’s, DVD’s, 

toys, games,  books, candies, crayons, jewelry, sports items, small 

stuffed animals and  ―kid stuff‖ for the Awana Store. 

Mary Hand 

Day/ 
Date 

 Time          What Where Anything 
Needed? 

Sun.,  
May 3 

5 – 
7:30pm 

Youth Crew with a 
Guest Speaker 

Faith $5 for Taco 
Bell 

Sun., 
May10 

  No meeting-
Mother’s Day 

    

Sat., 
May 16 

10:00 
to 4:00 

Standing Ro ck 
Boot Camp 

Faith  

Sun.,  
May 17 

 

5pm  
 Meal and devotion 
then Confirmation 

Faith Dress for 
Church 

Sun.,  
May 24 

  No meeting-
Memorial Day 

    

Sun.,  
May 31 

5-
7:30pm 

Cookout, outdoor 
games, hang out 

Faith Bring drinks 
or a dessert 
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  Powerful Passion Play  
A special thanks for all your dedicated time and tal-

ent towards our Palm Sunday Passion Play.   Thanks to the 

gifts of the Holy Spitrit, the worship experience response was 

positively ovewhelming.  The actors were extremely convinc-

ing.  The music and choir were incredible and further en-

hanced the production.  The costumes and stage props drew 

you into Biblical times.  

God deserves all the honor and glory as He continues to bless 

our church with talented and faithful members.      

I sincerely appreciate all your personal time and contribu-

tions in bringing to life this timeless message about our Sav-

ior's ultimate sacrifice for all our sins. 

Passion Play Acknowledgement 

 Our annual Palm Sunday Passion Play requires a small army 

of dedicated people and many long hours to pull it all to-

gether.  Special recognition is in order to the following mem-

bers for their wonderful contributions and devoted services 

to bringing this timeless story to life: 

Music Staff 

Matthew Brewer - Music Director 

Faith Choir - Songs 

Production Staff 

Peter Kersting - Stage Curtains 

Mary Hand - Stage Design & Construction 

Laqueta Ferguson - Stage Construction  

Ron Kirby - Stage Construction 

Janie Adkins - Costume Director & Design 

Gladys Krausnick - Costume Design 

Chris Birkby - Sound & Lights 

Nancy Addcox - Photographer & Support Services 

Bob Barnett - Outdoor Banner 

Cast Members 

Tom Addcox             Zack Amos            Joseph Atem          

Charles Birkby         Jerry Blackburn      Elkins Crawford 

Kevin Crocker          Erich Emison         John Evans                               

Nathan Evans           Greg Follis             Josh Follis 

Rick Guthrie            Nancy Hoover        Deb Jacobs                               

Ron Kirby                Chris Tutor             Inez Waterman 

Emma Wong                             

Many thanks for your faithful service towards our Passion Play. 

Yours in Christ+, Doug Conner 

Amen!!!  I also noticed that there was a particularly strong 

anointing of the Holy Spirit this year.  It was truly as if we were 

there at His passion.  The Holy Scriptures truly came alive!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

              Fr. Herb+ 

  Please keep the following persons in your daily 

  prayers, asking God to heal, comfort and protect  

  them:  

Mansell Lancaster Jan Butcher George Narsico 

        Betty Cauby                       Fay Heath         Rosemary Rhea 

        Ollie Lowery                     Liz Davis          

  

Sharing Your Faith - Our Ministry of Reconciliation 
Let's face it; there is no perfect 'method' of sharing your faith.  Yet 

many of us are hesitant for fear of looking foolish.  After all , our 

belief in Jesus Christ is highly personal and not often something that 

just "pops up" in conversation. 
 

St. Peter wrote, "But dedicate your lives to Christ as Lord.  Always 

be ready to defend your confidence [in God] when anyone asks you 

to explain it.  However, make your defense with gentleness and re-

spect." 1 Peter 3:15 GWT 
 

This seems to assume that your manner of life will cause some to ask 

you about your hope.  St. Francis was purported to say, "Preach the 

gospel at all times, and when necessary use words."   I don't think 

this means we shouldn't use words; but that our life should line up 

with our testimony. 
 

One blogger I read in preparing this article said this, "When in At-

lanta, I will give people free tokens to ride the train system, but I tell 

them as a Christian I love to bless people.  That can really spark a 

conversation.  One lady said, I sure wish there were more Christians 

like you around.  If I would have just handed her the token, I would 

have never heard that statement from her.  I will buy peoples grocer-

ies at the grocery store.  Now I do try to avoid the family of eight 

though!  I will say something like Jesus said, it is more blessed to 

give than receive, and I want to live that way too." 
 

Through whatever means, once you have a person's attention what do 

you say?  Do you "preach" at them?  At our recent Discipleship 

Weekend, Jay Fowler shared how he used questions and listening to 

share his faith.  In other words be more interested in the other person 

than in yourself.  Ask them something about themselves that you 

observe or notice and let the sharing grow out of this conversation. 
 

At some point, whatever the 'method', you will have need of the 

words to share about Jesus.  Jay Fowler suggests you spend some 

time preparing on the following steps: Before Christ - what were you 

like before knowing Christ?  What was your outlook?  What were 

you looking for? 
 

How did you become a Christian?  What changed your think-

ing?  Specifically, what did you do to receive Christ?  After Christ - 

How did your life change after starting to live for Christ?  How have 

your actions and attitudes changed? 
 

Then throw it back to them with a question: "Can you relate to any of 

this?" or "Does any of this make sense to you?" 
 

Finally, Jay gives us some steps on "how to start a spiritual conversa-

tion (and how to end it!). 

  1) Pray for opportunity to genuinely love people and have a  

        spiritual conversation. 

    2) Take interest in their lives 

    3) Drop hints and Keep the ball in their court by asking questions. 

    4) Find things you can agree with and be affirming. 

    5) Again, ask questions and LISTEN. 

    6) Wait for them to ask you - and keep praying while you're talking 

         to them. 

    7) Get to Jesus if possible. 

    8) Thank them for sharing and change the subject ("Ever been to 

        Graceland?") 
 

If you've never shared your faith or if you do it all the time - take 

time to prepare both spiritually and naturally to "defend your  

confidence in God."                                                    
 

On Wednesday evenings, May 6 and 13, I will share a message 

series titled ―We...reaching forth our hands, Part I and Part II.‖ 

Hal Warfield   
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                   MAY  
James Blackburn                 02 

Danielle Dyess             03 

Kirk Cleveland             05 

Kevin Crocker  11 

Julie Bourie  12 

Stehanie Cramer  13 

Marianna Jordan  13               

  BIRTHDAYS 
Naomi Murrell                 

Miriam Wafield        

Mike Herbert         

Matthew Brewer 

Henry Booth 

Sara Cleveland 

Gladys Krausnick 

 

 

 

Don Harrison                        

Mary Forsdick              

Mary Hand  

Barbara Harmon                            

  

    
 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

      John & Cathy Evans       01 
      Chris & Mary Birkby       08 
      Sam & Susan Murrell       10 
      Dale & Julie Bourie       25 
      Chris & Erin Hudson       26 
      Ron & Patty Kirby       30 
      Bill & Lynda Zachry               30 

 

Pictorial Directory coming to Faith 

We will be producing a pictorial directory of Faith Angli-

can members.  First Choice Resources will be here on Sun-

day, May 31st and Monday, June 1st to photograph our 

members.  Each family (or individual) will receive a fin-

ished directory, a complementary 10x13 portrait and an op-

portunity to purchase other photos if desired (no obliga-

tion).  Staff from First Choice will contact members by 

phone to arrange a time for your photos.  If you would pre-

fer to choose your own time, there are sign up sheets in the 

Narthex.  

  GUEST SPEAKER  

Faith Anglican Church is privileged to have Clint Green 

scheduled as our guest speaker on May 27, 2009.  Clint is 

American Indian and a registered Mohawk and Oneida tribal 

member.  Both of Clint's parents were born and raised on an 

Indian reservation.  Clint was born and raised in Canada, 

affiliated with Grand River of the Six Nations near the To-

ronto/Hamilton area.   

Clint came to Memphis to attend college and has remained 

here.  He became a Christian during that time.  Clint is active 

in ministry in his church (mission trips to Indian reservations 

inclusive).  Clint's heart is especially for a minstry he started 

called Native American Indigenous Ministry.  For at least 

200 years various ethnic groups of Christians have 

come to the shores of the Americas and evangelized Native 

American peoples. Yet there remains only a 3% conversion 

rate to Christ among Native American peoples.  Clint asks: 

"Shouldn't this raise some questions?"  Clint loves working 

with people who share a vision and goal of Native American 

people reaching Native American people.  He can speak with 

us about the Native American cultures. Please join us for 

covered dish dinner at 6:30PM.  Clint (one of that 3% who 

found Christ) plans to speak from 7:15-8:00PM.  Please do 

come and bring a friend! 

                   Stephanie Cramer   

Fr. Herb’s Suggested Readings from His Sabbatical 

In Jesus’ Great Commission He commanded his followers to 

―make disciples of all nations,‖ yet most of us don’t know 

how to do it and haven’t done it.  LeRoy Eims’ book The 

Lost Art of Disciple Making concisely shows us how.  Due to 

a generous donation, free copies are still available in the 

Narthex.  Pick up your copy this week! 

 

 Ascension Eve Worship – Wednesday, May 20th 
Ascension Day, which is 40 days after Easter, is one of the seven 

principal feast days of the church year.  It is the annual remem-

brance of Jesus’ ascension into heaven, after 40 days of appearing 

to his disciples.  This Ascension Eve, come for a covered dish sup-

per at 6:30 P.M. and worship at 7:15 P.M., to celebrate our risen 

Lord’s ascension to heaven! 

 Special Thanks to: 

John Scott for building our new Altar-Table, and to Jim John-

son for the carving work. 

Joe White for serving as our Acolyte Master for the past half 

year and to Jerry Blackburn who has stepped forward to serve 

in this role. 

Mary Hand, Annette and Peter Kersting for planting the Day-

lilies above the railroad ties. 

All those who helped with our Parish Work Day Spring Clean-

ing projects! 

Mission & Outreach   

Thanks to all who have donated food, clothes, towels, etc., for the 

Union Mission.  The Standing Rock mission team thanks those who 

bought car wash tickets and baked goods.  Watch for more opportu-

nities to be part of the team by helping to pray and pay for the trip.  

Magazines with messages containing prayers and scripture readings 

continue to go to Methodist Hospital ER waiting room.  As you leave 

magazines remember to pray for those who read them. 

Each Sunday we pray, "God so clothes us in Your spirit, that we, 

reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know 

you to the knowledge and love of you for the honor of your name."  

After communion we pray, " Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with glad-

ness and singleness of heart through Christ our Lord."  Finally, we 

are dismissed with, "Go in peace to love and serve the Lord."  We 

don't have to go on a "mission trip" to do those things.  Our mission 

goes to the office, the store, the school, the neighborhood.  If we 

keep God's word in out hearts at all times we are prepared to speak a 

word from Him in any conversation.                         Annette Kersting 

Standing Rock Mission  

Please pray for the Standing Rock Mission Team as they prepare for 

the trip in June.  There will be a lot of fundraising activities, training, 

planning and organization going on.   

During May, we will be selling ―Roses‖ for Mother’s Day and Cards 

to benefit our Standing Rock Mission Team. Please look for these 

items when you come to Church.  We will also have meetings for the 

Standing Rock Team on May 6th and 17th.             Susan Blackburn 
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New to Faith? Come to the Discovering Faith Workshop 
 

Discovering Faith is a two part workshop designed to help 

you grow in your relationship with Christ and find out how 

you can become a part of this dynamic and growing commu-

nity of faith. You will also get to know our pastor and others 

who are new to Faith, and learn about membership. This 

workshop is offered two or three times a year. If you are new 

to Faith, we would love for you to attend our next Discover-

ing Faith workshop.  The first part is on Sunday, April 26
th, 

from 4:00 to 7:30 p.m. in the home of our pastor and his wife, 

Herb and Mary Hand at 8293 Montego Place North, Cordova.  

Dinner is included and childcare is available upon advanced 

request.  Sign-up is easy, you can call the Hands at 381-1172 

or e-mailing Herb at herbhand@faithanglicanchurch.org. The 

second part is held one week later at the same location on 

Sunday, May 3
rd

, from 4:00 to 7:30 p.m.  Attending the work-

shop does not require a commitment to join, but will give you 

the opportunity to learn more about Faith and meet some 

wonderful people.  At the first meeting we will explore Faith 

Anglican’s history, an overview of the Anglican Communion 

and the Anglican Mission in America, our parish vision, pur-

pose and core values, and God’s gift of salvation.  At the sec-

ond meeting we will explore the importance of Holy Scrip-

ture, the basics of Anglican worship, and the ministries of 

Faith Anglican Church. 

       VBS Sunday May 17th at 12:30 P.M. 
 

Come and see what adventures await our children this 

year in Vacation Bible School.  Register your children 

early and they will receive a special gift.  Sign up friends 

and grandchildren and cousins.  Galilee by the Sea brings 

Jesus to your children in a new way.  It’s like taking a 

vacation to another land following Jesus through the hills 

of Galilee, experiencing the storm on the sea, tasting the 

treats and maybe even the smells of fish in the market 

place, dancing and singing the songs of the Hebrew fish-

ermen, and like the first disciples hearing Jesus teaching 

God’s Amazing Love and calling them to come follow 

him.   This is something the whole family can enjoy. 

Adults and teens can be family group leaders, shop keep-

ers, actors, and behind the scenes helpers.  To get a part 

of this action packed VBS, please join us May 17th after 

church for a short training session and taste of the fun to 

come.  We will have our neighbor church across the 

street, Baptist Mandarin Church, 

join in our fun this year. Contact 

Mary Hand for details at (381-1172). 

 
 

 

 

9555 Walnut Grove Road 

Cordova, TN  38018 

901-755-4848 

www.faithanglicanchurch.org 
 

                          

 

 Service Times: 

Sunday: 
Holy Eucharist .......................... 8:10/10:30am 

          Sunday School ……………………..9:30am 

 

Wednesday: 
Covered Dish Supper .............................. 6:30pm 
Adult Bible Study..……………..……………...7:15pm 

 

All articles for The Vine are due in the office the   

second Monday of the month, send to:                  

newsletter@faithanglicanchurch.org 


