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  THE V INE        
                  

     Reaching Out and Reaching In 
During my sabbatical I had the opportunity to see and experience other Christian ministries, to 

have extended times of prayer and Bible reading, to read several books on the Christian life, and 

most importantly to prayerfully reflect on how God intends for it all to fit together.  In summary, 

I believe God is guiding me and our church to focus more on reaching: reaching out and reaching 

in. 

 

Reaching in, is not about reaching for more of what satisfies my needs and desires.  As a church, 

it is not about building a homogeneous group of people who make each other comfortable.  It is 

not about merely developing superficial relationships, a place where ñeverybody knows my 

name.ò  Reaching in, is about reaching those within the Body of Christ, to grasp their hand, to 

pull them up, to help them become true disciples of Jesus.  According to David Buehringôs,  A 

Discipleship Journey, there are eight ways to mentor people in the faith.  In the 20th and 21st 

century church we have tended to think that teaching and preaching is the way, in fact the only 

way to mentor people into Christian maturity.  Teaching is clearly part of the solution, but only 

part.  How did Jesus mentor his disciples into maturity, into a band of believers who brought 

many into true Christian maturity, what the Bible calls disciples?  Jesus taught his disciples 

along with the crowds, but then he discipled them, He personally interacted with them to answer 

their questions, to challenge their presuppositions, to help them wrestle through the biblical 

teaching they had received into a functional reality in their lives.  For our children, loved ones, 

and new believers in the church, the same must be true today.  We must reach in with clear 

biblical teaching, but for the teaching to become more than theory or intellectual titillation, we 

must enter into discipling relationships ï mature believers with those who are young in the faith.  

You will be hearing more about and hopefully experiencing more of this in the months to come. 

 

Reaching out, is being more concerned about others than you are for yourself.  This is very 

countercultural here in America and very close to the heart of God.  As a church, Operation 

Christmas Child, our Angel Tree, and our monthly food offerings for those in need are clearly a 

step in the right direction.  As Jesus said, ñI tell you the truth, whatever you did [feed, clothe, 

visit the sick and those in prison] for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for 

meò (Matthew 25:40).   In Romans 12:20, God tells us, ñIf your enemy is hungry, feed himéò  

While I was in Ambridge, Pennsylvania working on my doctoral thesis project, I visited the 

Uncommon Ground, a ministry of the Church Army, an Anglican ministry in some ways similar 

to the Salvation Army.  The Uncommon Ground is a café in the heart of Aliquippa, one of the 

most depressed former steel towns in the Pittsburgh area.  No one with any business sense would 

open a restaurant in Aliquippa!  The Uncommon Ground is a restaurant, but it is primarily a 

Christian ministry, a safe gathering place in a town with nothing to do and no foreseeable future.  

I believe God is calling us to find new ways to reach out with both gospel and compassion to 

those in need.  Will you join me in praying for His divine guidance? 

 

Reaching out and reaching in are time-consuming, often inconvenient, and costlyéand right in 

the middle of what God is calling us to do.  This year, with Godôs help, let us reach: reach out 

and reach in. 
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Jokes Pastors Can Tell 

Q. Who was Adam? 

A. The first man to fall for a 

woman. (Genesis 3:24) 

Q. Who was Eve? 

A. The only woman whose 

husband did not ignore her 

because he was watching a 

ballgame. (Genesis 1:28) 

Q. What was the greatest 

miracle in the Bible? 

A. When Joshua told his 

son to stand still, and he 

did. (Joshua 10:12-14) 

Q. What is ñthe Church 

Triumphant?ò                          

A. The church softball team 

after winning 23 to 4. 

Q. What is the Bibleôs sen-

ior citizenôs prayer? 

A. Job prays, ñOh for the 

days when I was in my 

prime.ò (Job 29:4) 

Q. Why is God like a Cali-

fornian after an earthquake? 

A. With all our faults, God 

still loves us. 
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We live in a post-Christian era.  Our faith and values are being shaken by the worldôs message.  

Never before in history have we had the multitudes of sources of  ñinformationò as we do now.  

Internet, books, news media, and articles:  everyone is an expert and everyone has a theory or story to share.  Most of 

it is apathetic to Christ, against Christ or is reflective of a partial truth.  Some of it causes even the strongest of us to 

say ñhmmmmm, I wonder.ò 

Fast forward to December, 2018.  What will society be like?  Where will Faith Anglican be in our life of ministry?  

Will the Gospel of Jesus Christ still be preached and lived out by believers?  At that time, our middle daughter Sarah 

(along with several other members of our Youth Crew), will be 26ðin the prime of young adulthood.  I pray she will 

be living a life pleasing to God.  I know the rest of you are praying the same for your sons or daughters and you share 

my burden for our youth to have an unshakeable spiritual foundation.  I want to help the next generation of believers 

to be able to carry on their faith in our Lord and to deeply defend what they believe. 

Thatôs why on January 4th, when we resume Youth Crew, we are beginning the study of ñThe Case for Christ.ò  We 

will use Lee Strobelôs film that is based on the book.  Letôs pray for lively discussion and us walking away with a 

deeper foundation in why we believe what we believe about Jesus.  Please pray for us as we embark on this journey. 

Important:  Youth Crew Change in Time!!!   

Starting in January, we will extend our meeting time by 30 minutes.  We will meet from 5:00 PM to 7:30 PM on Sun-

day nights.  This is so we have time to fellowship and spend enough time on our study of the Case for Christ.  If you 

have siblings in Awana, please talk to Mary Hand or me about the activities planned after Awana.  Also, if you need 

a ride home, let us know. 

Random News 

Kendal will be with us most of January!!  YAAY!!   Pervis Milnor has joined the student leadership team and can tell 

you all about what we do when we meet and why YOU should come meet with us!  Zach Amos is an honorable team 

member for Houston High wrestling.  Take a moment to complement his hairdo!  Catherine and Abigail Merrell have 

joined usðwelcome!!  Sara Clevelandôs mom made Puppy Chow for the first time, and it tasted great at the Advent 

party on Dec. 14th! 

Youth Quake-January 16th-19th, 2009!  Thy Kingdom Come! 

The remainder of the $155 cost is due by January 11th.   We will leave Faith at 6:30 AM on Friday, January 16th.  If 

you need a letter for your school or teachers, please let us know and we will get one for you.   

Standing Rock Meeting 

Planning has already started for Standing Rock for the summer of 2009.  There will be an informational meet-

ing for in the Childrenôs Ministry Center on Sunday, January 11th after the 10:30 service.  If you intend to go, 

please make sure to attend this meeting.   We will be joined by the youth from All Saints in Jackson for this awesome 

ministry opportunity this summer. 

30 Hour Famine 

Mark your calendars for February 27th-28th.  We will be having the World Vision 30 hour famine.  Our Youth Crew 

will combine with the youth from All Saints in Jackson.  We will converge on Faith Anglican and will spend 24 

hours together.  More information will be forthcoming soon, as we prepare for raising funds for famine across the 

world.  Please plan to attend this event. 

I will do my best to get a calendar published for other events, so watch your mailbox and the bulletin! 

In Christ Alone, 

Susan Blackburn and the Faith Youth Crew Leadership Team 
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Children Growing in Faith 

CHILDREN & AWANA   

Epiphany Sunday School Breakfast  - January 4th at 9:00 AM.   
 

Have you made any New Yearôs Resolution?  Consider this from Deuteronomy 6: 

4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress 

them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie 

down and when you get up.   Deuteronomy 6:4-7 (Today's New International Version) 
 

Start the New Year in the right direction. Bring your children to Sunday School.  We are here to assist you as you im-

press Godôs Word upon your family.  Join us for a covered-dish breakfast to celebrate Epiphany*** , January 4th at 

9:00 A.M., and  kick-off our new Season for Sunday School. 
 

Immediately following breakfast, at 9:30 we will have a search for the Christ Child in each Sunday school class: 

Pre-K through 2nd with Mr. and Mrs. B (B is for Bostick) 

3rd through 5th with Mrs. Vonda Milner 

6th through 8th with Mrs. (Dr.) Jill Amos 

(These meet in the Childrenôs Ministry Center) 

7th through 12th with Mr. Erich Emison and Mrs. Susan Blackburn 

(Meets in the Youth Crew Room) 

Adult Class with Greg Follis 

(Meets in the Adult classroom) 
 

Each person who finds the baby Jesus will be given a reward.  (We all have a reward when we find Jesus and invite 

Him into our lives).  You may just bump into a few Magi during your search. 

 Donôt miss this fun event.  A signup sheet for breakfast items will be posted in the hall December 21st and 28th. 
 

***  Now you may ask, what is Epiphany? 

Epiphany actually begins on January 6th, (after the 12th day of Christmas). This is the day we celebrate the Wise Men 

coming to Bethlehem to worship the Baby Jesus. Epiphany is a season of worship, as the whole world follows the 

Wise Men to find and honor Jesus. The color of Epiphany is green. 

 

Childrenôs Worship Minister, 

Mary Hand 

http://www.sundayschoollessons.com/Epiphany.htm
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       JANUARY  
 

Cathy Evans                 01   

Caroline Hemphill   01 

William Turner   02 

Betty Tredway   07 

Abigail Birkby   08 

Janie Adkins   10 

Greg Follis   12 

Bethany Matesich           12 

BIRTHDAYS   

 

Gage Ulander  12 

Zachary White  18 

David Jacobs  19 

Dana Adkins  21 

Pervis Milnor  21 

Kelsey Pirani  24 

Kyle Starek  25 

Edward Amos  31 

Cathy Tenpenny  31 

JANUARY    

ANNIVERSARY  
 

Esco & Ann Satchfield  03 

Bob & Jennifer Bostick  05 

John & Sharon Mahaffey 08 

Jim & Karen Nichols  26 

 

      

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT  
Testimony Wednesday 

I wanted to speak with Bill Zachary after a Sunday morning service and found him speaking with Jennifer Bostick in 

the Narthex.  As I waited to be able to speak alone with Bill, I was edified hearing Jennifer share with Bill part of her 

faith journey.  I thought: ñBoyðsheôs got to give her testimony to the church!ò  She has jury duty the same week she 

has agreed to speak so please join my wife and I in praying Jennifer will not be sequestered with a jury and kept 

from us all.  Wonôt you plan to come to the church on Wednesday, February 4, 2009 for a time of wonderful sharing?  

Jennifer has never formally given her testimony before.  Covered dish starts at 6:30P.M. and God willing Jennifer 

will begin sharing at 7:15P.M.  Romans 10:9. 

In His Bonds, Chris Cramer                                                           

Fr. Herbôs Suggested Readings from His Sabbatical 
During my sabbatical I had the time to read a stack of insightful books.  Over the next several months, I will be sharing a book 

each month, which I believe will draw you and our church closer to Jesus and His plan for our lives.  Here goes... 

Chasing Francis by Ian Cron is a novel about a very ñsuccessfulò pastor who planted, pastored, and grew a suburban church in 

the northeast.  The story is about the pastorôs crisis of faith and his rediscovery of the true purpose of the church as he ñchased 

Francisò through modern day Italy.  What he finds is radically countercultural to both American culture and the so called Chris-

tian subculture.  Needless to say, something had to change!  Incidentally, Ian Cron is an Anglican priest from England who is 

currently leading large non-denominational church in Connecticut. 

Sabbaticals: A Time of Growth for Parish and Priest 

Though sabbaticals are taken by pastors for rest, renewal, study, and spiritual growth, sabbaticals tend to be a time of growth 

for the congregation as well.  As one article states, ñA sabbatical can be a great time to develop lay leadership which might oth-

erwise not step up because óthe pastor does that.ôò  I look forward to hearing how you have grown in my absence.  After nine 

weeks of study, retreats, prayer, writing, and reflection, here are three summary nuggets of how God is leading me: 

To have times of engagement and times of withdrawal.  That is, times to engage with saints and sinners, and times to with-

draw into Godôs holy  presence.  ñBut Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed (Luke 5:16). 

To be less worldly and more set apart for God.  That is, to be less concerned with the things, concerns, and ways of this 

world, and to be more consumed with God and his kingdom. 

To consume less and to give more. This is known as the discipline of simplicity. 
 

The Christian Disciplines: The Path to Christian Maturity 
Beginning January 7th at our Wednesday night Bible Study, we will study and put in to practice the classic Christian disciplines 

which believers throughout the centuries have found instrumental in fostering their spiritual maturity.  We will be basing our 

study on Richard Fosterôs book The Celebration of Disciple.  It would be helpful to purchase the book, but it is not necessary.  

Another book you may find helpful is Dallas Willardôs The Spirit of the Disciplines.  Start this new year off right, come and 

grow!  Covered Dish Supper at 6:30 PM.  Bible study at 7:15 PM.  Compline at 8:00. 

                                            Herb 
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           MISSION AND OUTREACH NEEDS           
 

Project Angel Tree 

What a wonderful outpouring of support for Project Angel Tree again this year. This is a great opportunity for each 

of us to get personally involved in giving to those in need. Many thanks to Anita Harrison for her leadership and 

those that supported her in this important project. 

Mission & Outreach 

A reminder to bring food (canned & dried) on the third Sunday of each month. Baskets will remain in the narthex 

through out the month to accomindate any that bring food at any time. The Memphis Union Mission was grateful for 

the food we delivered last month. Thanks Peter Kersting for playing the role as delivery person! 

Standing Rock Mission Trip 

It's not too early to begin preparing for the Standing Rock trip this Summer (2009). Please begin to pray for the 

Lord's direction, blessing and provision for this ministry again this year. I would encourage everyone to consider par-

ticipating by actively supporting this ministry through fund raising, prayer, provision of required supplies and by be-

ing a member of the team going to Standing Rock. 

THE GOSPEL 

People came to Faith on December 13th to fellowship and watch a Christmas performance.  The night began 

like any other, until we realized this presentation was not an ordinary Christmas musical drama.  This was the Gos-

pel, and portrayed the message of the hope of glory for all believers. 
 

When the lights dimmed, and the voices stopped, we sat for a little more than an hour with no interruptions or move-

ment. 
 

In the beginning, we listened as God spoke and told us how humanity forfeited relationship with the Father through 

sin.  Then, the experience enabled us to be interactively drawn into Heaven to join with the angels Gabriel, Maria and 

Sara as they were getting ready to celebrate Christmas in Heaven. 
 

Through visual, auditory and experiential methods, we relived the birth, life, death, resurrection and second coming 

of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

In the end, even the choir members joined the angels in Heaven and kneeled before the throne to give glory and 

honor and praise to God.  Crowns and trophies were laid down at the nail scarred feet of our Lord. 
 

During the evening, God asked if we knew how much He loved us.  At the end, God asked if we loved and remem-

bered Him.  These are questions we need to reflect on daily.  The message we received is simple, and really is the 

Christmas message:  ñFor God so loved the world, that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life.ò  John 3:16. 
 

It was a night to remember.  If you were not able to see this experience, or maybe you did see it and would like to 

share with someone who may not have a relationship with the Lord, there are DVDs available for purchase.  See 

Matthew Brewer if you are interested. 
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 Preparing For Worship ï Anticipation and Expectation 

Celebration Team 
 

A very big "THANK YOU" from Matthew and all the choir.  You all are wonderful and we could not have done 

the Musical Drama Dinner without you.  You, as always, are there when needed and do whatever needs to be done.  

You brought lots of wonderful food, helped set up, clean up and fill in the gaps, but most of all you supported our 

Musical Drama. 

Anyone not currently involved in a Celebration Team, please visit around and settle into one as your small church 

family.  They'll take you in and you'll be richly blessed. 

 

BAPTISMAL  DATES 
Baptism is for those adults and older children who have made a commitment to Jesus Christ as their Savior and 

Lord.  Baptism is also for infants and younger children of parents who intend to raise their children to serve Jesus 

Christ as Savior and Lord.  Those who intend to be baptized need to attend worship regularly.  If you or your child 

is ready for baptism, please plan to be baptized on one of the following dates: January 11th (The Baptism of our 

Lord) or April 11 th (Easter Vigil). If you are interested please contact Fr. Herb (755-4848). 

 

 

Annual Parish Meeting ï January 25
th 

 

Our Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25, 2009 beginning at noon.  We will enjoy a heavy 

hors dôoeuvre luncheon, see our annual parish video, reflect on our life together in 2008, receive the 2008 financial 

report and the 2009 budget, hear about our plans for 2009, and conduct Stewardship Council elections.  All are 

welcome and encouraged to attend!  According to our parish bylaws: 

Stewardship Council will appoint a nominating committee approximately sixty days before the annual parish 

meeting.  The Stewardship Council will present to the congregation a slate of nominees thirty days before the 

annual parish meeting.  Nominees must have been members of Faith Anglican Church for a minimum of one 

year, at least 21 years of age, have consented to be nominated, and have agreed to the requirements of time 

and talent to serve on the Stewardship Council.  Nominations may be made by the Stewardship Council or by 

members of Faith Anglican Church from the floor at the annual meeting. 

  

 

 

 

Please keep the following persons in your daily prayers, asking God to                                                                

heal, comfort and protect them:       

  

  Mansell Lancaster Jan Butcher              Linda Gray                  George Narsico            Ruby Stephenson                         

 Catherine Pohlman        Catherine Miller       Donald Tredway         Emily Johnson          The Herbert Family  
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Church Staff  

Church Officeééééééééééééééééééé...755-4848 

Faxéééééééééééééééééééééééé..757-9594 

Pastor                  The Rev. Herbert G. Handééé..755-4848 

Pastoral Associate                  The Rev. L. Noland Pipesééé...767-8994 

Youth Ministry Coordinator   Susan Blackburnééééééé.373-4961                     

Childrenôs Minister                Mary Handééééééééé..381-1172 

Music Director                       Matthew Brewerééééééé.335-3231 

Secretary                  Laqueta Fergusonééééééé755-4848 

Nursery                  Trinity Dockeryééééééé..287-9039 

Accountant                   James Fergusonééé..éééé.372-9385 

Ministry Leaders 

Acolytes     Joe Whiteéééé...é.......550-5568                                       

Altar Guild               Janice Badgettééééé...309-2305 

Awana Ministry                               Jim & Jean Belleséééé.753-0247                                                       

Childrenôs Worship               Mary Handéééé...é.....381-1172 

Flower Guild               Jane Scottééééééé..850-0841  

Newsletter               Janie Adkinséééééé.386-0887 

Reader Scheduling               Fred Robertsonééééé.861-4172 

Sound System Ministry               Chris Birkbyéééééé.872-3707 

Ushers               Fred Robertsonééééé.861-4172   

 

Mission Council   
The Mission Council oversees the mission and ministry of the church.   

They are appointed by the pastor with the consent of the Mission Council 

members. 

Adult Discipleship                               Tom Addcoxééééé.624-2892                                                 

Celebration Teams                               Herb Handéé...ééé.755-4848 

Childrenôs Ministry                              Mary Handééé..éé.381-1172        

Good News Proclamation                   Nancy Addcoxééé......624-2892   

Membership Incorporation                   Johanna Lauraéééé...373-8393                           

Mission and Outreach                   Rick Guthrieééééé.651-7467                                                 

Prayer                     Linda Blackburn.ééé..753-8429     

Regional Church Development           Noland Pipesé.éé........767-8994   

Stewardship Council                   Peter Kerstingéééé...382-4696 

Worship                                               Herb Handéééééé.755-4848 

Youth Ministry      Susan Blackburnéééé373-4961

  

OUR VISION: A Christ Centered Community Growing in 
Faith. 
 

OUR PURPOSE: The purpose of Faith Anglican Church is to 
proclaim the Good News, make disciples, and serve our 
neighbors. 
 

OUR GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 
We equip lay people for ministry 
We provide biblically centered instruction 
We minister to people where they are 
We welcome all Godôs children 
We are theologically traditional 
We provide meaningful worship services 
We lead others to Christ 

Faith E-News 
Are you receiving our email newsletter, Faith E-News?  
Faith E-News comes out a couple times a month with 
timely information and reminders.  If you are not receiv-
ing Faith E-News please go to our website 
(www.faithanglicanchurch.org) today to sign up, or call 
the church office (755-4848). 

Stewardship Council  
 

The Stewardship Council oversees the financial and legal 

affairs of the church and maintains the building and 

grounds.  They are elected at the annual parish meeting. 
 

Chris Shields (Secretary).éééé..é..éééééé.756-0973  

Becky Conner (Treasurer).....éééé............................757-7757 

Margie Crockeréééééééééééééééé.854-9216 

Peter Kersting (Vice-Chairman)..é..ééééééé...382-4696 

John Scott (Chairman)....éééééééééééé...850-0841 

Bill Zachryéééééééééééééééééé382-3440         

Celebration Team Conveners 

All  Saints              Beth Laquintaéééééééé...466-0392 

St. Anne                 Tony and Sarah Jordané..ééé...762-0702 

St. Constance         Bill & Linda Zachryéééééé.382-3440      

St. Francis              Pat Covingtonéééééé...662-893-2266 

St. James                Bob & Jennifer Bostickééééé756-6776 

St. Patrick              Bill and Sudy Fisheréé..ééé...386-0398   

St. Stephen            Tom & Nancy Addcoxé...ééé...624-2892  

Out of the mouths of Godôs kids 
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New to Faith? Come to the Discovering Faith Workshop 

 

Discovering Faith is a two part workshop designed to help you grow in your relationship with Christ 

and find out how you can become a part of this dynamic and growing community of faith. You will 

also get to know our pastor and others who are new to Faith, and learn about membership. This work-

shop is offered two or three times a year.  If you are new to Faith, we would love for you to attend our 

next Discovering Faith workshop.  The first part is on Sunday, February 1st, from 4:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

in the home of our pastor and his wife, Herb and Mary Hand at 8293 Montego Place North, Cordova.  

Dinner is included and childcare is available upon advanced request.  Sign-up is easy, you can call the 

Hands at 381-1172 or e-mail Herb at herbhand@faithanglicanchurch.org.                                         

The second part is held two weeks later at the same location on Sunday, February 15th from 4:00 to 

7:30 p.m.  Attending the workshop does not require a commitment to join, but will give you the op-

portunity to learn more about Faith and meet some wonderful people.  At the first meeting we will ex-

plore Faith Anglicanôs history, an overview of the Anglican Communion and the Anglican Mission in 

Americas, our parish vision, purpose and core values, and Godôs gift of salvation.  At the second 

meeting we will explore the importance of Holy Scripture, the basics of Anglican worship, and the 

ministries of Faith Anglican Church. 

 

9555 Walnut Grove Road 

Cordova, TN  38018 

901-755-4848 

www.faithanglicanchurch.org 
 

                          

 

 Service Times: 

Sunday: 
Holy Eucharist .......................... 8:10/10:30am 

          Sunday School éééééééé..9:30am  

 

Wednesday: 
Covered Dish Supper .............................. 6:30pm 
Adult Bible Study..ééééé..ééééé...7:15pm  

 

All articles for The Vine are due in the office the   

second Monday of the month, send to:                  

newsletter@faithanglicanchurch.org 


