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{| Christ, including the manner in which God prepared His people for His intervention into

Bible Verse

Create in me a pur
heart, O God,

and renew a steadH

fast spirit within me
Psalm 51:10

Sunday:

The Lord's Day @
O God, | have pre-
pared myhouse for

you. Please comto
my heart so | may

spend the day and thg

rest of my life in
your presence.

# Our movement from season to season is marked by the content and themes of Holy Sq

a
THE VINE

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
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With the arrival of Sunday, 30 November, we have entered a new calendar year and a
|l iturgical season, the season of

a continuing rhythm to the recollection of the mighty acts of God, by which we have beg

use of Scripture, our hymns, our praying, and our preaching around personal prefereng
likes and dislikes, or around matters from our daily lives that seemed of greatest intere
moment.

Our calendar is organized around the two theological foundations of Christian faith and
the Incarnation and the Resurrection. The year begins with the seasons of the Incarna
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany. Then we move to Lent, Easter, and the celebration ¢
feasts of the Ascension and Pentecost. There is disagreement and confusion surroung
time that follows the observation of Pentecost. Some Christians simply mark the time &

denoting each Sunday as a Sunday after the Feast of Pentecost. Others call this perio
Bior di nary ti me. 0O Our confusion is evi(
Pentecosto but Pentecost has al ways beg

So having arrived in Advent we focus on the fact and circumstances of the Incarnation
and space in order that His creation might be reconciled to Himself. We are also remin

fact that at some time beyond our knowing He will finish that which He started in Creati
Incarnation.

Advent is therefore a season of remembrance and of anticipation. We remember the K
has come and we anticipate His coming again. Because it is the King of Kings and Lon
Lords that we remember and anticipate, we mark Advent with the color of royalty. Purg
the color of the Roman empire so naturally enough the Church influenced by the cultur
which it lived began to use purple as the royal color as it celebrated the King who had ¢

enough the Church in England and its colonies found blue more appropriate. In additig
has long been associated with the Virgin Mary, a dominant Advent figure. | personally
the use of blue because it avoids confusion with Lent, which uses the color purple as a
of penitence. Although Advent requires penitential preparation as we prepare to greet
King, the season is not dominated by a preoccupation with our unworthiness. Rather A
i's more properly celebrated as a ti me (¢
Lord and Savior draws nearéeé. O come | et

this time of anticipation and preparation. Again, Happy New Year!
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Church has long organized its worship around times and seasons intended to give balgnce
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that Jesus promised a Second Coming. As we celebrate the birth of Jesus and anticipte t
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and was coming again. On the other hand, blue is the color of British royalty and so natura
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remember the reason for the season and may your celebration of the Nativity be enharjced




YOUTH CREW NEWS

On November 8, the Faith Youth Crew was at Pinecrest for our fall retreat. During the 30 hc

we were there, the Lord showed us His majesty and glory through His Word and His creation! When we arr
one knew what to expect but anticipation was high.

We started the weekend by splitting into two teams (Jesus and Christ) for all competitions. Attendees were
grand prize at the end of the weekend for the winning team. We have some very competitive students!

Our topic was nBecoming: Finding Your Il dentity
after meeting the living God (in Acts 9) and subsequently his letters to the Colossians and Galatians discusg
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ing the old nature and putting on the new nature. We challenged ourselves to look at our message and charac

to our conversion, and find ways to change or improve because of our relationship with Christ. We realized

the

there were things holding us back (such as fear) from showing our true identity at school and work. We ultimat

want to own the words: fiTo |ive is Christ and t

We played some great games (Mafia!) with points going to both teams. Whipped cream, Cheetos, pudding
Tootsie Rolls will never be looked at the same again. The Christ team was in the lead at the end of the day
We went snipe hunting on Saturday night and had some unique experiences. The moon was nearly full and
were millions of stars. Stories were told and new games were played at the bonfire.

At the end of Tug of War on Sunday, the Jesus team was declared the ultimate winner for all games. After
pectation, we announced the grand prize: the wi
Funny, the | osers ended up washing the winnerados
one.

Candot wait to see the outcome of how God wil/l us
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Thanks to Erich Emison, Jill Amos, Jerry Blackburn, Stephanie Guthrie and Kendal Conner for all the hard worl

fun you provided during this special time.

This Mont hé.

We will be focusing outwardly and serving others. On Decemb&nid will be caroling at the Cordova Nursing

and Rehabilitation Center. We will be making and taking gifts to the residents there. We will also hope to bg p
pating in the Memphis Union Mission Christmas dinner. Watch your bulletin and announcements for exact gat

time.

Youth Quake-January 16"-19", 2009! Thy Kingdom Come!
| feel the tremors already! I f youdre going to

reservation! We need your $75 deposit by DecemtieiThe total cost will be $160, which includes the conference
transportation, lodging, and meals while at Youth Quake. There are some scholarships available if you need h

Information will be forthcoming on other activities and events this month, so watch your mailbox and the bul

In Christ Alone, Susan Blackburn
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CHILDREN & AWANA

St. Nicholas is Coming!
A Party for St. Nicolas will be Dec. ¥ at 5:00 until 6:30 for Children of All Ages

Meet St. Nicholas and | earn how he came to | ovle
can share i n Sbringinya snkll@it, book, ar warm mat/glovesfor a child in need. Make &
special decoration for your tree or share with others. Enjoy snacks and games, maybe evéopphotuty
with St. Ni chol as. Bring your friends and neijgt

our Christmas and find the real meaning for Christmas.
CHRISTMASEVET CHI LDRENOGS NATI V

Our Christmas play for the children will be at the 5:00 service on Christmas Eve. We wq
love to have all the children have a part. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthe X
year 6s play is simple, easy, and fun. &
keeper. The main rehearsal will be on Saturday morning at 10:00 with a Pizza Party imri, ™
ately following. Please let Mary Hand know if you would like to help with directions, cos} £
tumes, props, stage decorations, or serving lunch. We have such fun each year sharingg\

of the birth of our Savior through the eyes of our children. -

HELP STOCK THE AWANA STORE
AWANA meets Sunday nights at 5 pm in the & b Mi

little puggles have their time in the nursery. The cubbies have their puppet shows. The Spa BBy
Il ight the way as they dig into Godbés Word eac e
ing Group, (T&Tb6s for short) are amazing howthey ab 0
Their questions are often quite challenging and show a growing maturity in their walk with Christ. We recently instaitked an
-video system in the room with a projector and screen. The kids love seeing the words to the AWANA songs up on the bic

Kﬁls MaHef J‘O

screen. They have worked quite hard this fall and hav
Store. o We only open this speci al place to shop t wi e
books, and gifts. Our store willbe openonDef.14 We are | ooki ng f or-12ctbys andsmallrel@
tronics, games, puzzles, and since this is close to Christmas possible gift items for their moms, dads, grandpaiemds, and f
Al most 2/ 36s of the Club are boys. I f you have any [
please share them with our AWANA Store. Our children will be encouraged and blessed; experiencing just a small rewarc
studying Goddéds Word which will give them a much greate
Thank you for your prayers and support for this ministry to our children and our neighbors

AFor the Son of Man is going to come in his Fatherods|g
what he has done. 0/ Matthew 16: 27
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Children Growing in Faith




